
USE PERMIT/SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

JUSTIFICATIONS 
One of the two following findings must be made in order to approve a Use Permit or Special 
Development Permit application. 

One-Stop Permit Center at City Hall, 456 W. Olive Ave., 408-730-7444 
Building and Planning Division representatives are available 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunnyvale.ca.gov – Search “Planning and Building” 
Rev. 7/07 

The Sunnyvale Municipal code states that at least one of the following two justifications must be met 
before granting the Use Permit or Special Development Permit.  Please provide us information on how your 
project meets at least one of the following criteria. 

1. The proposed use attains the objectives and purposes of the General Plan of the City of Sunnyvale as
the project …

OR 

2. The proposed use ensures that the general appearance of proposed structures, or the uses to be made
of the property to which the application refers, will not impair either the orderly development of, or
the existing uses being made of, adjacent properties as …

If you need assistance in answering either of these justifications, contact the Planning Division staff at the 
One-Stop Permit Center. 
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	Text2: The proposed fence has been designed in accordance with the City of Sunnyvale's Design Guidelines and Standards, with appropriate materials, style, and transparency. The apparent height from the curb — approximately 8'9¾" — is a function of the existing topography and the upward slope from the street to the property, not an attempt to exceed standard fence height limits. The fence is necessary to provide the same level of privacy and visual screening that a home at street grade would naturally have with a standard-height fence. Without it, the elevated position of the home leaves the residence and front yard fully exposed to the public right-of-way, which is not the condition any of the neighboring homes experience.
	Text1: Because our property sits at a higher elevation than the street, the home and front yard are highly visible to passing pedestrian and vehicle traffic below. Without an adequately sized fence, the house appears to be 'on display' — offering essentially no privacy for the residents. While the top of the fence measures approximately 8'9¾" from the street curb, this is a direct result of the natural grade change between the street and the property, not an oversized fence. The fence itself is designed at 6 feet from the finished grade on the property side, which is consistent with the intent of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code to provide reasonable privacy for residential properties.


