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Requested Information From Cities Across the State

B/C Members Under 18 Years Old

• Received 7 responses from League of California Cities’ 
City Clerk List Serve.

• Multiple cities have something akin to a Youth Council, 
similar to Sunnyvale’s Teen Advisory Committee (TAC).

• Institute for Local Government maintains a list of 
California Youth Commissions and Councils.

• The Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters has 
confirmed Sunnyvale can verify if someone is              
pre-registered to vote.
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https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/government/advisory.htm#accordion4
https://www.ca-ilg.org/post/ca-youth-commissions-councils-and-advisory-boards
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Berkeley Kingsburg

Responses: B/C Members Under 18 Years Old

• Most Boards and 
Commissions are open to 
those under 18 years old.

• Appointed by either 
individual district 
Councilmembers or the City 
Council.

• Agency relies on the 
application as proof of 
residency.

• Community Service 
Commission has a student 
member from the local high 
school. 

• Appointed by the high 
school.

• Residency not required; 
must attend the high 
school.
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/commissions/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Applications.aspx
https://www.cityofkingsburg-ca.gov/165/Community-Services
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Lafayette Los Gatos

Responses: B/C Members Under 18 Years Old

• Youth Services Commission 
advises the City Council on 
issues pertaining to 
teenagers.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Agency relies on the 
application as proof of 
residency.

• Youth Commission fosters 
civic pride and involvement 
in the town.

• One member + alternate 
serve on other boards and 
commissions.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Agency relies on the 
application as proof of 
residency.
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https://www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/commissions-committees/youth-services-commission
https://www.lovelafayette.org/home/showpublisheddocument/456/636893686730870000
https://www.losgatosca.gov/287/Youth-Commission
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Oakley Sierra Madre

Responses: B/C Members Under 18 Years Old

• Oakley Youth Advisory 
Council (OYAC) helps with 
events for youth and 
advises the city on policies 
that pertain to youth.

• Appointed by existing OYAC
Members.

• Residency or attending a 
local school is required. 
Interview invitations mailed 
to residence.

• Community Services 
Commission has one youth 
member who must be 
under 18 years old.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Agency relies on the 
application as proof of 
residency.
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https://www.ci.oakley.ca.us/recreation/oyac/
https://www.cityofsierramadre.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=240917
https://www.cityofsierramadre.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_212309/File/City%20Hall/Commissions/application_commissions_20121012.pdf
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Livermore Area Youth Advisory Commission

Responses: B/C Members Under 18 Years Old

• Youth Advisory Commission youth involvement in the 
Livermore community between the Livermore Area 
Recreation & Park District and the City of Livermore.

• Agencies rely on the application as proof of 
residency.

• 15 members are 12 – 20 years old; 3 members are a 
minimum of 21 years old.
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https://www.larpd.org/livermore-area-youth-advisory-commission
https://www.cityoflivermore.net/citygov/clerk/comms/yac.htm
https://www.cityoflivermore.net/civicax/filebank/documents/5715
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Campbell Cupertino

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Grades 7 – 12.

• Appointed by staff.

• Residency is required. 

• Teen Commission members 
are the only members 
under 18 years old.

• Grades 8 – 11.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency is required. 
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https://www.ci.campbell.ca.us/626/Youth-Commission
https://www.cupertino.org/our-city/commissions/teen-commission
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Gilroy Los Altos

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Ages 13 – 19.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency in Gilroy Unified 
School District is required. 

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Grades 7 – 12.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency is required. 
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https://www.cityofgilroy.org/310/Youth-Commission
https://www.losaltosca.gov/youthcommission


10City of Sunnyvale – Board and Commission Operational Update – May 2021

Los Altos Hills Los Gatos*

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Commission 
members must attend 
middle or high school in the 
Town.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Council did appoint 
someone under 18 years 
old to the Emergency 
Communications 
Committee.

• Residency is required.

• Youth Commission fosters 
civic pride and involvement 
in the town.

• One member + alternate 
serve on other boards and 
commissions.

• Appointed by City Council

• Agency relies on the 
application as proof of 
residency.

*Also included on Slide 5.
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https://www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/168/Youth-Commission
https://www.losgatosca.gov/287/Youth-Commission
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Milpitas Monte Sereno

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Advisory Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Grades 7 – 12.

• Appointed by Mayor with 
concurrence of City Council.

• Residency is required.

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old. 

• Grades 7 – 12.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency is required.
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https://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/our-government/commission/youth-advisory/
https://cityofmontesereno.org/2182/Youth-Commission


12City of Sunnyvale – Board and Commission Operational Update – May 2021

Morgan Hill Mountain View

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Action Council 
members are under 18 
years old.

• Ages 13 – 18.

• Appointed by Mayor with 
concurrence of City Council.

• Morgan Hill or San Martin 
residency or attending a 
Morgan Hill Unified School 
District school is required.

• Youth Advisory Committee 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old. 

• Grades 7 – 12.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency is required.

DRAFT PRESENTATION

https://www.morgan-hill.ca.gov/273/Youth-Action-Council
https://www.mountainview.gov/council/bcc/youth.asp
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Palo Alto San José

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Board and Commission 
membership requirements 
do not address member 
age.

• Board and Commission 
appointment by City 
Council.

• Residency is required for 
many Board and 
Commission positions.

• Youth Commission 
members are under 18 
years old. 

• Ages 14 – 20.

• Appointed by Mayor or City 
Council.

• Residency is required.

• Some other Boards and 
Commissions do not 
require members to be at 
least 18 years old.
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https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/City-Clerk/Boards-and-Commissions
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments/parks-recreation-neighborhood-services/about-the-department/boards-commissions/youth-commission
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Santa Clara Saratoga

Cities/Towns in Santa Clara County

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Ages 12 – 19.

• Appointed by staff.

• Residency is required.

• Youth Commission 
members are the only 
members under 18 years 
old.

• Attend middle or high 
school in the Town.

• Appointed by City Council.

• Residency is required.
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https://www.santaclaraca.gov/our-city/government/boards-commissions/youth-commission
https://www.saratoga.ca.us/337/Youth-Commission
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