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• Since San Bruno, PG&E has implemented important changes in its gas 
safety operations, including the maintenance and inspection of its pipeline. 

• The company is making 
significant investments to 
maintain and operate a safe 
system.

• PG&E needs access to the 
land above the pipeline in order 
to quickly respond in 
emergency situations and 
perform necessary safety 
inspection and maintenance 
activities.

Gas Transmission Background
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Pipeline Safety in Your Community 

• PG&E is building a safer, stronger natural 
gas system

• In 2013, we launched a multi-year 
program aimed at improving access to our 
6,750-mile natural gas transmission 
pipeline system

• Comprehensive survey

• Identification of incompatible 
structures and vegetation

• Removal and replacement of  trees 
and other vegetation

• PG&E and Shareholder funded 
program
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Step‐by‐Step Guide to Pipeline Pathways
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Oversight



Pipeline Pathways
Keeping Safety on the Map

9

• PG&E’s right-of-way standard is based on industry best practices 
for safe operation

• Provides greater access to the pipe in the event of an emergency

• Allows crews to conduct both on-the-ground and aerial patrols to 
identify any leaks

Maintaining a Clear Right‐of‐Way
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• Ensures PG&E’s access to an area to maintain, inspect and 
safely operate the pipeline 

• Restricts certain uses within the right-of-way

• Creates a shared responsibility between PG&E and the city or 
private property owners to maintain the area and ensure its easily 
accessible 

Easements & Franchise
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• As part of Pipeline Pathways, PG&E is offering the City 
replacement trees to be planted in an area outside of the right-of-
way.   

• PG&E is working cooperatively with the City and private property 
owners to restore the area disturbed by the removal work and 
offer a variety of landscaping options.

• Some types of low-lying vegetation do work well in the area 
above the pipeline, including flower beds, an assortment of 
lawns, grasses, mosses, low-growing herbaceous shrubs and 
other plants.

Replacement and Restoration
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Private Property Action Plan
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• When necessary, after a tree is removed, we apply limited 
use of herbicides to prevent regrowth and minimize further 
customer disruption

• At the request of the customer, PG&E will not use 
herbicides on the property

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-approved 
herbicides

• Managed by a California EPA-licensed Pest Control 
Advisor

Use of Herbicides to Prevent Regrowth
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• PG&E will conduct regular safety inspections of the 
pipeline 

• Ensure pipeline markers remain visible and in good 
condition

• Continue and enhance customer education about 
pipeline safety, including calling 811 before any digging

Moving Forward
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Learn More

• To view an online map of PG&E’s 
natural gas transmission pipelines, 
please go to 
www.pge.com/pipelinelocations

• To learn more about PG&E’s 
comprehensive survey and our 
efforts to maintain ready access to 
the pipeline, please visit us at 
www.pge.com/pipelineaccess or 
call the Land Management 
Department at 
1-877-259-8314
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Thank You


