
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Commission Meeting 
April 17, 2025 

East Channel Trail Study
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• Project Overview

• Virtual Site Visit

• Community Engagement

• Alternatives Analysis

• Next Steps

Agenda

Valley Water Maintenance Road near Crescent Ave
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Project Overview
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• Approximately 5.5 miles along Santa Clara
Valley Water’s East Channel maintenance road

• Connecting San Francisco Bay Trail to
Homestead Road

• Will provide access via several existing and
proposed bikeways

• Connections to major Caltrain and VTA transit
centers and schools

Corridor Overview
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• Existing Conditions

 Channel + Bank geomorphic 
Conditions

 Biological Constraints

• Topographic Survey

 Base Mapping

Hydrology + Hydraulics Analysis

• Traffic Counts/Field 
Observations

Scope

• Community Outreach

• Development of East Channel 
Trail Plan

Alignment Alternatives Analysis

 Selection of Preferred Alternative

 Conceptual Design

Draft/Final Trail Study

 Implementation Strategy 

DRAFT PRESENTATION



6City of Sunnyvale – East Channel Trail Study – April 2025

Timeline
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Timeline
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Timeline
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Virtual Site Visit
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Virtual Site Visit

Matchline

Matchline
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Opportunities

Wide Maintenance Road
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Opportunities

Access to four parks + JWC

 Ortega Park

 Braly Park (pictured to the right)

 Sunnyvale Community Center Park

 Fair Oaks Park

 John W. Christian Greenbelt

Access to 8 schools within ½ miles
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Opportunities

Existing Pedestrian Overcrossing (US 101)
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Major Barriers

 El Camino Real (SR 82)

 Caltrain Railroad 

 Central Expressway 

 Tasman Drive (VTA Light Rail)

 SR 237 (shown to the left)

Constraints
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Constraints

Vertical Height Limits
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Constraints

Erosion
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Constraints

Right-of-Way Conflicts

 South of Inverness Way

 Tesla dealership on El Camino 
Real (shown to the left)

 N. Britton Avenue / The 
King’s Academy 
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Precedents

Permanente Creek Trail 

Mountain View, CA
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Precedents

San Tomas Aquino Creek Trail

Santa Clara, CA
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Precedents

Regnart Creek Trail 

Cupertino, CA
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Community Engagement
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Community Engagement

• Outreach is being conducted in English, 

Spanish, and Simplified Chinese

• Social Media & Horizon newsletter

• Mailing (letter sent to all residents within 500 

feet of the corridor)

• Project website
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Community Engagement

• Pop-Up Events

• Mobile Workshops (Walkshops)

• Trail Ambassador Meetings

• Community Meetings

• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

• Other Stakeholder Engagements

• Public Meetings (Commissions and City Council)

 BPAC, P&R, Sustainability commissions
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Community Engagement

• Online surveys
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Alternative Analysis
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Alternatives Analysis Goals

Goal CriteriaThe East Channel Trail will be:

• Feasible

• High Quality

• Connected

• Cost-Effective

Near John W. Christian GreenbeltNear John W. Christian Greenbelt
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Next Steps
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• Define alignment alternatives (Spring 2025)

• Finalize criteria and score alternatives (Spring 2025)

• Share draft alternatives with BPAC at Meeting #2 
(Summer 2025) 

• Join and promote our upcoming engagement events 
this spring and summer! 

• BPAC Meeting #3 (Winter 2025/26) to review 
Draft Study and make recommendation to Council

Next Steps
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Project Webpage Contact

Project Information

1. Scan QR code to visit the project webpage or go 
to: https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/ and search 
for “East Channel Trail”

2. For future updates “Subscribe to stay informed”

Kevin Chen, Senior Traffic Engineer

KChen@sunnyvale.ca.gov 408-730-7586

Esther Jung, Traffic Engineer

EJung@sunnyvale.ca.gov 408-730-7597
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