
Board and Commission Study Issue Form 

The Study Issues process is designed to assist City Council with setting priorities for 
the coming calendar year.  Board and commission members have two roles in this 
process:  

1. To advise Council regarding the identification of policy issues to study, within their relevant
area of authority;

2. To advise Council on those issues Council has decided to study.

The study issues process should focus on considering a new or revised ordinance, new or expanded 
service delivery program, changes to existing Council Policy, or amendments to the General Plan.  The 
Study Issues Form is designed to focus board and commissioner members’ ideas on potential policy 
study issues, and provide the opportunity for staff feedback and guidance in a transparent process. 
Board members or commissioners may  only fill out a form for study issue ideas within their purview. 

2. Staff Summary of Scope and/or Comments: [Staff Use Only]

Date Submitted to Staff Liaison: 

Board/ Commission: 

 Submitted by: 

Study Issue Working Title: 

1. What are the key elements of the issue? What precipitated this study?
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	Submitted By: David Kesting
	Study Issue Working Title: Park Benches For Increased Senior Citizen Mobility
	Key Elements/ What Precipitated Study: Study Objective: The study is to assess the demographics of neighborhoods in Sunnyvale, evaluate the feasibility of strategically placing benches throughout the city to support increased mobility for our senior population.

Rationale: For older adults, the ability to venture beyond their homes often hinges on the availability of resting spots along the way. By creating a network of benches, we aim to extend the outdoor access for senior citizens, facilitating their movement &  engagement with the community.

Focus Areas: 
1. Demographic Analysis: Evaluate the demographics of Sunnyvale neighborhoods to identify areas with a higher concentration of senior residents.
2. Mobility Gain: Measure the potential impact on the mobility of senior citizens by introducing a network of benches throughout the city.
3. Bench Placement: Considerations include determining suitable locations, focusing on public right-of-ways, and exploring proximity to city parks.
4. Social Issues: Address concerns related to potential misuse of benches, including homelessness, by implementing strategies to deter sleeping or camping on the benches.
5. Maintenance & Aesthetics: Develop measures to mitigate the accumulation of trash around the benches, ensuring the aesthetic & environmental impact is positive.

Benefits:
    Improved outdoor accessibility for senior citizens.
    Enhanced community engagement and social interaction.
    Positive impact on the overall well-being & quality of life for seniors 
	Staff Summary/Scope: TBA
	Board or Commission: [Parks and Recreation Commission]
	Date1_af_date: 12/12/2023


