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Board and Commission Study Issue Form

The Study Issues process is designed to assist City Council with setting priorities for Sunnyvale

the coming calendar year. Board and commission members have two roles in this
process:

1. To advise Council regarding the identification of policy issues to study, within their relevant

area of authority;
2. To advise Council on those issues Council has decided to study.

The study issues process should focus on considering a new or revised ordinance, new or expanded
service delivery program, changes to existing Council Policy, or amendments to the General Plan. The
Study Issues Form is designed to focus board and commissioner members’ ideas on potential policy
study issues, and provide the opportunity for staff feedback and guidance in a transparent process.
Board members or commissioners may only fill out a form for study issue ideas within their purview.

Date Submitted to Staff Liaison: JUNe 4, 2024

Board/ Commission: Planning Commission El
Submitted by: Daniel Howard

Study Issue Working Title:
Identify Opportunities for Allowing Neighborhood-Serving Retail in Residential Districts

1. What are the key elements of the issue? What precipitated this study?

Sunnyvale has been working hard to provide Mixed Use zoning districts as part of the Village
Centers plan and the El Camino Real planning. However, State law has scaled back the potential
for retail services in these Mixed Use zoning sites. We also see efforts to replace neighborhood-
serving retail and Public Facility sites with new housing.

While housing is desperately needed, we need that housing to have access to services. Among
these needs is services that can be accessed locally. In many places, there is an allowance for
limited retail services within residential districts. In Japan, one can run a Ramen shop from their
living room. In Chicago, there is often a quiet neighborhood tavern at the corner. In Sunnyvale,

there is a family-based daycare near your house.

We should investigate what options are available to allow residents a greater diversity of
opportunities for home based businesses that provide for the needs of local residents, while

avoiding disruption for neighors.

2. Staff Summary of Scope and/or Comments: [Staff Use Only]

[Use attachments if needed.]
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