
To:  

The Planning Commission, City of Sunnyvale 

Thank you for giving us this opportunity to express our genuine concerns regarding the proposed 

construction project at 1585 Mallard Way APN 309-31-071, the design review permit. To begin with, 

please note that we have no issue with the final dwelling, but our concerns are solely regarding the 

environmental issues arising out of the construction phase.  

Due to severe medical conditions in our family, we are extremely concerned about the dust created by 
this huge demolition / construction project that can adversely impact our health. Our only son has been 
documented with multiple disabilities and is a client of San Andreas Regional Center. His chief disability 
is his severe congenital anatomical anomalies for which he had to undergo 16 major surgeries thus far, 
including open heart surgery. His 17th major surgery for nose and sinuses is coming up this year, and we 
are afraid the dust from the project can create hindrance in his recovery.  

Moreover, I have severe lung issues, and as per my Stanford pulmonologist’s advice (‘Dr_Kao_letter.pdf’ 
attached), I am supposed to have a daily robust workout routine with good ventilation and stay away 
from any construction site to avoid dust. I am diligently following this advice and working out in our 
garage by (effectively) climbing 1500 feet daily at 4 mph on my treadmill with the garage door open. 
Currently I am unable to go to the gym because I am very susceptible to catching respiratory infections. 

We are very concerned that I will be inhaling dust during the construction phase, which can adversely 
impact my lungs. I wish to live as long and as healthy as I can to care for our son’s ongoing medical 
needs and future surgeries. Our doctors at Stanford have provided (attached) letters explaining our 
medical needs. It is difficult for us to relocate because my son and I have significant and time consuming 
daily medical routines which cannot be halted even for a single day. 

Could you please suggest any mitigation measures that might be appropriate in this kind of situation, 
(even if we are told complete elimination of dust is not possible)? We are told this is the only thing we 
can request at this stage after the permit is approved. We want to make it clear that we are willing to 
bear the cost for the best possible mitigation measures for dust control because after all, it could be life-
threatening for us. 

It is very hard for my body to sustain repeated onset of pneumonias and bronchitis. As per my 

pulmonologist’s letter (‘Dr_Kao_letter.pdf’), a consequence of repeated pneumonias and bronchitis 

from my exposure to dust could be a possibility that needs to be avoided. Moreover, I may not be able 

to carry out my recommended workout routine when I am sick, which further can affect my lung health. 

Our son’s breathing issues due to his nose and sinus problems can also aggravate as per his ENT 

surgeon’s letter (‘Dr_Hwang_letter.pdf’), leading to more serious situations.  

My husband Advait and I are his primary caregivers. For this reason, when the Covid-19 vaccines came 

out for the first time at the end of 2020, Advait and I were listed by Santa Clara County in the very first, 

highest priority category of “Healthcare Workers” for receiving the vaccine. It is because being primary 

caregiver for a disabled son is considered “Essential Work” equivalent to “Healthcare Workers”, and 

therefore saving our lives was the highest priority even if we are not Healthcare Workers by profession. 

Our lives were considered valuable then.  
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Therefore, it makes sense that in this case, the City of Sunnyvale Planning Commission works in 

collaboration with Health and Human Services or a similar department if any to make decisions in this 

regard. In the absence of such a department at the city level, the City of Sunnyvale may take it to the 

County level to address our health concerns. 

To us, this whole permit process seems to raise some questions and concerns. Is it right on the part of 

the City to not consider any health impact from the proposed construction and only focus on the Zoning 

rules? In our case it is a far more serious consequence of possible life-threatening medical conditions. 

Are there not any other viable options? 

People who have health issues are often in a vulnerable state to raise health concerns, and senior 

citizens sometimes find back and forth email communication grueling. Please see the attached 

document of our email communication with Shila (‘RE: Permit for 1585 Mallard Way (APN: 309-31-071) 

Outlook item’) ever since we received the notification regarding this construction on February 3rd. 

Please note that as per our understanding, none of the neighbors were informed regarding this 

proposed construction before the permit process began. We believe that at least 8 neighbors 

surrounding the proposed construction site (2 adjacent – left / right, 2 across (front / back) and 4 

diagonally across), should be informed because they are potentially the ones that could be significantly 

affected by noise and dust. Moreover, these days several people work from home and also in many 

cases exercise in their garage in this pandemic / post-pandemic era. They too are vulnerable to the 

resulting dust and noise from the construction. 

Also due to our severe medical issues, it is imperative that we live in an urban environment that is close 

to Stanford hospital, where our son was transferred upon birth and has since been treated there by 

dozens of doctors, surgeons from Stanford Children’s Health, and now Stanford Hospital. It is easier for 

us to go to Stanford from where we live currently because of the easy freeway access. We face quite a 

few medical emergencies, and it is easier to save our lives from this location, and that’s the reason 24 

years ago we moved here from a much larger two-story home in Fremont to be closer to Stanford. 

All that I am asking for is an opportunity to continue my workout so that I can continue maintaining 

proper lung and heart health to increase my life expectancy. I humbly request you to not take away my 

opportunity to work out in my garage with proper ventilation by creating a dusty environment right in 

the vicinity of my home where we are located at the receiving end of the wind direction from the 

proposed construction. My options for workout locations are restricted due to my susceptibility of 

catching infections if I go to the Gym. We are simply requesting from the City our basic “needs and 

rights” to breathe fresh air to remain healthy.  

I am also a brain tumor survivor from Acoustic Neuroma, the side effect of which has created 

tremendous sound sensitivity for me. Noise from this construction will most certainly adversely impact 

the quality of my life as well. Attached please find the letter from my Neurosurgeon Dr. Chang at 

Stanford.  

In addition, our son works from home, and due to his attention issues , it is 

extremely hard for him to focus when there is loud noise in the background as stated in the letter by his 

PCP. 

We have been living in this home for almost 25 years and in the Bay Area for almost 40 years. Our 

experience here is that human life is valued, which we truly appreciate! Shila mentioned, “Your well-
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being and concerns are important to us, and we'll do our best to address them within the scope of our 

capabilities.” We believe in the case of such special medical circumstances, the scope of your capabilities 

can certainly be expanded.  

Attached please find our communication with Ms. Shila Bagley (‘email_exchange.docx’), just for your 
reference. Also attached is a petition from us and our neighbors for using dust control measures 
(‘1585_Mallard_Way_Construction_Dust_Mitigation_petition.pdf’), something that several of our 
neighbors are concerned about, in addition to loud noise from the construction. Our doctors’ letters are 
attached with this appeal, and we will soon be sending our PCP’s letters as well.  

Thanking you for your kind attention. 

Sincerely, 

Sona Varty and Advait Mogre (parents of a son with multiple documented disabilities who is a client of 

San Andreas Regional Center) 

1572 Mallard Way Sunnyvale 

( ) 

 

We support the above appeal. 

• Bernita Lee and Stella Lee 
1576 Mallard Way Sunnyvale 

 
• Zhongwan Wang and Haohan Li 

1579 Mallard Way Sunnyvale 

 
• Linda Harvey 

886 Humewick Way Sunnyvale,  

 
• Lorraine and Harlan Crowder  

897 Humewick Way Sunnyvale  

 
• Rui Huang 

1568 Mallard Way Sunnyvale  

 
• Robert Desmet 

1580 Mallard Way 

 

• Wei Cao 

1588 Mallard Way 

 

• Josehp Ehin 

862 Humwick Way 
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