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Kent Steffens 
City Manager 
City of Sunnyvale 
456 West Olive Avenue 
Sunnyvale, California 94086 

Dear Kent: 

As you know, the Sunnyvale School District and City of Sunnyvale have enjoyed a long and 
successful partnership with regard to its Open Space Agreement.   

When we last updated and renewed the agreement in 2016, Sunnyvale School District was 
anticipating the need to expand and/or replace school buildings that could affect the 
footprint of school facilities on some sites. To that end, the Agreement included specific 
terms for addressing our district’s need to make amendments to site master plans on 
occasion throughout the term if they might reduce open space areas. 

Such an occasion has now arisen, and our Director of Facilities and Operations, Brandt 
Burns, has had some initial meetings with City staff to discuss proposed site renovations at 
Sunnyvale Middle School (1080 Mango Avenue, Sunnyvale) and assess the impact of those 
renovations on the Open Space Agreement. The principal focus of our renovation efforts is 
the replacement of 20 deteriorating portable classrooms with a new 35,000 square foot, 
permanent two-story building that includes classrooms, student collaboration spaces, 
teacher collaboration spaces, and an art classroom/workshop. In addition to the new 
structure, we will be constructing an outdoor academic quad/collaboration space as a new 
central feature of the campus to enhance the feeling of community among students. The 
project was deemed by our Board of Education to be a high priority. 

We are now at the point where we would like to seek the City Council’s affirmative approval 
of our plans as required by the Agreement because the project will result in the removal of 
approximately 13,000 square feet of existing open space area. 

We direct your attention to Section 3(d) of the Agreement, which addresses amendments to 
campus Master Plans. To date, we conducted several site visits with our design team as well 
as reviewed with City staff our proposed design plans and various alternatives we have 
considered along the way that would minimize the impact on open space areas. 

Enclosed with this letter, please find the following documents providing specific and 
technical information related to our plans and needs at the site: 

• Background narrative that describes the proposed site modification, the reasons for
the proposal, and the alternatives considered;

• Description of the planned construction, including timeline;
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• Site Renderings 

 
We’d be happy to meet at the site or otherwise for further discussion as needed.  We look 
forward to hearing back from you.  
 
 
Very Truly Yours  
 
 
 
Michael Gallagher 
 
cc. Chip Taylor, Director of Public Works, City of Sunnyvale 
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