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Board and Commission Study Issue Form

The Study Issues process is designed to assist City Council with setting priorities for Sunnyvale

the coming calendar year. Board and commission members have two roles in this
process:

1. To advise Council regarding the identification of policy issues to study, within their relevant

area of authority;
2. To advise Council on those issues Council has decided to study.

The study issues process should focus on considering a new or revised ordinance, new or expanded
service delivery program, changes to existing Council Policy, or amendments to the General Plan. The
Study Issues Form is designed to focus board and commissioner members’ ideas on potential policy
study issues, and provide the opportunity for staff feedback and guidance in a transparent process.
Board members or commissioners may only fill out a form for study issue ideas within their purview.

Date Submitted to Staff Liaison: JUNe 4, 2024

Board/ Commission: Planning Commission El
Submitted by: Daniel Howard

Study Issue Working Title:
Allow Marijuana Sales to Promote Business Circulatio and Increase Sales Tax Revenue

1. What are the key elements of the issue? What precipitated this study?

When Marijuana was first decriminalized in the state, Sunnyvale enacted a local prohibition. This
was a reasonable precaution at the time. In the years since, it has been observed that well-
regulated marijuana dispensaries provide host cities with tax revenue and increased foot traffic to

retail areas.

We should investigate whether Marijuana sales may now be desirable, with appropriate limitations,
and perhaps in specific areas. This may increase ciy tax revenue both directly through taxing
Marijuana sales, and indirectly, by attraacting consumers to business districts. This may also
reduce crime by reducing the demand for black market Marijuana sales.

2. Staff Summary of Scope and/or Comments: [Staff Use Only]

[Use attachments if needed.]
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