
CALL FOR ARTISTS 
Public Art - Request for Qualifications (RFQ)  

The Suns of Sunnyvale 

Temporary Sculpture Program 

Deadline for Applications: July 22, 2024 

CCall for Artists 
The City of Sunnyvale’s Art in Public Places program invites artists to apply for The Suns of Sunnyvale, a 
temporary sculpture exhibit program. This program will provide artists or artistic teams with a plain, 
oversized, fiberglass sun to transform into a unique work of art for temporary display.  
 

Artist Eligibility 
This opportunity is open to artists residing in Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Mateo, Contra Costa, San 
Francisco or Alameda Counties. Sunnyvale artists, and emerging or studio artists who are interested in 
breaking into public art, are especially encouraged to apply. Applicants must be age 18 or older. Artist 
must pick up base sculpture in Sunnyvale and deliver completed sculpture to Sunnyvale.  
 

 
Sunnyvale City Hall 
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SSunnyvale Overview 
The City of Sunnyvale is in the heart of Silicon Valley in Northern California covering 24 square miles. 
Sunnyvale is the second largest city in Santa Clara County and the seventh largest city in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. The City has a population of 157,566 and daytime workforce of approximately 
220,000 people.  
 
Nearly 8,000 local businesses provide a rich mixture of goods and services, including many icons in tech, 
manufacturing, retail and R&D. Some of the nation’s most successful business and industrial entities 
have campuses in Sunnyvale, including Apple, Google, LinkedIn, Facebook, Yahoo!, AMD, NetApp, Nokia, 
23andMe, Juniper Networks, National Semiconductor, Fortinet, Intuitive Surgical, Broadcom, Synopsis, 
Spansion Inc. and Lockheed Martin. 
 
Sunnyvale is also known for its innovative Public Safety Department concept, business-friendly 
environment, cultural arts programming, 200-seat theater, Library and quiet family neighborhoods. The 
City's 23 parks and open space spans 772 acres with facilities for golf, tennis and swimming. The       
historic downtown is home to a variety of local eateries and merchants and hosts frequent art festivals, 
concerts and a year-round farmers market. 
 

Project Description 
The program was developed in response to several objectives identified in the Master Plan for Public 
Art:  

 Develop temporary art projects within the City 
 Enhance the appearance of municipal facilities and open spaces 
 Create memorable places to gather and 

connect community members with local 
artists and their work 

 Create moments of discovery and 
spontaneous entertainment 

 
Intended to provide a public forum to bring the work 
of local/regional artists to the community, to 
encourage residents to explore their neighborhood 
park system and to showcase the City’s newly 
selected icon, the Suns of Sunnyvale will feature 25-
blank, fiberglass, sun sculptures which will be 
beautified and transformed by artists/artistic teams.  
 
The program is considered temporary and intended 
to last 24 months (November 2024 to November 
2026). However, the City may opt to extend the 
display period based on the condition of the 
sculptures. Conversely, the City reserves the right to 
remove a sculpture at any time if: the condition of the 
sculpture deteriorates, is a safety concern or 
maintenance/repairs are cost prohibitive.  
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At the end of the anticipated exhibit time frame, staff will evaluate the condition of the sculptures and 
review options to determine the future of the sculptures. Auction, donation, return to artist, upcycling, 
recycling or disposal will be considered.  

  
Exhibition Sites 
Sculptures will be randomly distributed amongst 10 park sites throughout the City. Actual number of 
park sites may vary. Each park site will house one to four sculptures, depending on the size and layout of 
the park.  

Estimated Schedule  
(dates subject to change) 

Call for Artists Released June 10, 2024 
Entry Deadline July 22, 2024 
Public Art Selection Committee Review July 23-31, 2024 
Artist notification Aug. 1-2, 2024 
Final Design Concepts Due Aug. 26, 2024 
Design Concept Review/Arts Commission Approval Oct. 16, 2024 
Contracting Oct. 17-25, 2024 
Sculpture Pick-up (location TBD) Oct. 28, 2024 (1-4 p.m.) 

Oct. 29, 2024 (9 a.m.-noon) 
Completed Sculpture Delivered to City by Artist (location TBD) Nov. 25, 2024 (1-4 p.m.) 

Dec. 6, 2024 (9 a.m. – noon) 
Dec. 16, 2024 (1 – 4 p.m.) 

Installation December 2024 

 
Artist Responsibilities 
The selected artist or artistic team will be expected to work with City staff to accomplish the following: 

 Enter into an agreement with the City and abide by all requirements of the artist’s agreement.  
 Pick-up blank sculpture from Sunnyvale storage location (sculptures are 6-feet tall, 4-feet wide 

and 10-inches deep, weighing 55-75 lbs.). Please note: if sculpture is damaged during transit, 
replacement sculptures will not be available.  

 Execute final sun design as approved by the Arts Commission. 
 Deliver completed sculpture to Sunnyvale storage location. 

 
The selected artist or artistic team will be expected to consider and align with the City’s vision of 
inclusion and diversity, and represent the City’s brand essence: Bold, Sustainable Innovation. The final 
proposal should also be appropriate for all ages of the community and designed to remain vibrant and 
functioning for a minimum of 24 months.  
 

City Responsibilities 
The City will provide the following: 

 Installation of completed sculpture 
 Announcement of the program and participating artists in City publications and through City 

social media channels, where appropriate 
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Notify artists where their sculptures are installed and when they will be removed from display
De-installation and notification of intended purpose at conclusion of anticipated exhibit period 
(i.e. auction, donation, return to artist, upcycling, recycling or disposal)

PPublicc Artt Budgett 
Artist Stipend $1,000 per sculpture

The artist stipend is meant to off-set art supplies, artist’s time and transportation (pickup of sculpture 
and delivery back to City). Costs associated with installation will be covered by the City. Once the Artist 
delivers the completed sculpture to the City, the sculpture will become property of the City. Artwork 
should be ready to be displayed when it is delivered to City. 

Selectionn andd Approvall Processs 
Applications will be reviewed for minimum requirements by staff using the following criteria: 

Originality and artistic style
Artist’s experience with art projects of a similar size and scope
Appropriateness of the artistic style for neighborhood parks (profanity, racism, discrimination, 
sexuality, political statements, religious beliefs and product or business branding will not be 
approved)

Artist applications that meet the minimum requirements will be juried by a Public Art Review Committee 
comprised of residents and artists to determine the finalists for project. 25 artists/artistic teams will be 
selected and asked to develop a design proposal for review and approval by the Arts Commission. Staff
will present design proposals to the Arts Commission. 

Submissionn Requirementss 
This is a Request for Qualifications only. Please do not submit design ideas at this time. All information 
must be in .doc, .pdf, .jpg or .ppt format.   

To apply for this Call for Artists, please submit the following items electronically to the link provided at 
the end of this document: 

1. Artist(s) contact information
2. Resume  
3. Letter of Interest/Artist statement (one page maximum)
4. 5 images of previous works (min. 72 dpi, 300 dpi preferred)
5. Annotated image descriptions, including title, date, location, materials, art budget, brief 

description (up to three sentences), and image filename (or image thumbnail). For team 
application, please indicate the lead artist for each past project. 
Example: 

Imaginary Painting, 2024
Sunnyvale Library Lobby
$500 budget
Oil on canvas
This painting was inspired while I was on vacation in Europe and 
encountered a sky full of stars.  
Imaginary-painting.jpg
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All applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. Monday, July 22, 2024. 

Incomplete submissions will not be considered. It is the responsibility of the applicant to verify the 
receipt of their application by the scheduled deadline. Must have a Google account to submit 
electronically. 

If you are unable to submit your application electronically, please contact the City of Sunnyvale Public 
Art Coordinator, Kristin Dance, at publicart@sunnyvale.ca.gov for further instructions.  

AAward of Contract 
The City of Sunnyvale reserves the right to accept or reject any submittals and to alter or extend the 
selection process as needed. 

This Call for Artists and the selection process shall in no way be deemed as a binding contract or 
agreement of any kind between the City and the artist. Award of commission is contingent upon 
selection by the program’s review committee and the artist’s willingness to enter into an agreement 
with the City (Artist contract ample attached).  

The artwork commissioned for this project shall become the property of the City of Sunnyvale and is 
considered temporary. The artwork will not be maintained as part of the City’s permanent art collection. 

For More Information or Questions 
Please contact the City of Sunnyvale Public Art Coordinator, Kristin Dance, at 408-730-7758 or 
publicart@sunnyvale.ca.gov. Questions will be compiled into a single list with responses and made 
available to all interested parties upon request. 

Apply Now: https://bit.ly/SunsofSV2024 
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SAMPLE

ARTIST AGREEMENT 
CITY OF SUNNYVALE 

THE SUNS OF SUNNYVALE SCULPTURE PROGRAM 

This Agreement is made <DATE> by and between the City of Sunnyvale, ("Sponsor" or “City”), and 
<NAME> ("Artist”), related to the City’s Suns of Sunnyvale Sculpture Program. 

RECITALS 

1. The City of Sunnyvale’s Art in Public Places program is implementing “The Suns of Sunnyvale,”
a project designed to transform blank, oversized, fiberglass sun sculptures into attractive and
engaging temporary works of art (the “Project”).

2. The City sought applications from individuals/artists interested in being selected to create
and implement a design on a City-issued sun sculpture (the “Artwork”) as part of the
Project.

3. City’s Project selection committee selected Artist to participate in the Program.

4. City and Artist desire to enter into an Agreement to specify each party’s rights and
responsibilities as part of the Project.

Now, therefore, City and Artist agree as follows: 

I. SCOPE OF SERVICES

Artist shall design and execute an approved design on a city-provided sun sculpture (the 
“Artwork”) for temporary exhibit at a City park assigned by City, (“Services”), according to the 
process, specifications, and design guidelines set forth in City’s Request for Qualifications, “The 
Suns of Sunnyvale,” attached hereto and incorporated by reference.  

II. COMPENSATION

City shall provide a stipend to Artist in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1000.00) for each Artwork, 
payable as follows: five-hundred dollars ($500.00) within thirty (30) days of execution of this 
Agreement, and five hundred dollars ($500.00) within thirty (30) days of delivering completed 
Artwork to City. 

III. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR
Artist is acting as an independent contractor in furnishing any services or materials and performing
the Services required by this Agreement and is not an agent, servant or employee of City of
Sunnyvale. Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted or construed as creating or establishing
the relationship of employer and employee between Artist and the City of Sunnyvale. Artist is
responsible for paying all required state and federal taxes.
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SAMPLE

IV. OWNERSHIP AND TEMPORARY NATURE OF ARTWORK 
 

A. Completed Artwork will become property of the City. 

B. The Artwork is intended to be temporary and will not be considered part of the 
City’s permanent art collection; and therefore will not be maintained by the City in 
perpetuity. 

 
V. RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, RIGHTS IN THE ARTWORK 

 
Artist shall retain the copyright of their Artwork design and production, and the right to use the 
copyrighted material for their personal use. In addition, at City’s discretion and expense, City may 
video, film, photograph and/or make audio recordings (collectively, the “Material”) of Artist, the 
Services, and Artist performing the Services, including but not limited to the Artwork. Artist grants 
the City a royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable and non-exclusive license to incorporate in or use the 
Material solely in connection with media productions created by or agreed to by the City for City 
grant writing, promotional, archival or other purposes in any media now existing or subsequently 
developed. Artist may or may not be credited when City uses the Material. The City shall not use 
any of the Material for any “for sale” or commercial purpose whatsoever without written consent 
and approval by Artist under a separate agreement. 

VI. ARTIST’S MORAL RIGHTS; WAIVER OF VARA AND CAPA RIGHTS 

A. The Parties agree that the primary purpose of the Services and resulting Artwork 
is to provide a source of public interest in art. CITY must preserve complete 
flexibility to operate and manage the Artwork as CITY property consistent with the 
project goals and the underlying utility box function. Therefore, subject to CITY’s 
obligation to make good faith efforts to consult with ARTIST as set forth in 
subsection (c), below, ARTIST agrees that CITY, in connection with its power and 
duty to operate and manage CITY property in the public’s interest, shall have the 
absolute right to display, alter, repair, modify, remove, relocate, sell, dispose of, or 
destroy (collectively, “MODIFY”) the Artwork in CITY’s sole judgment. For example, 
CITY may modify the Artwork to eliminate hazards, to comply with the ADA, to 
otherwise aid CITY in the management of its property and affairs, or through 
neglect or accident. 

 
B. ARTIST waives any and all claims, arising at any time and under any circumstances, 

against CITY, its officers, agents, employees, successors and assigns, arising under 
the federal Visual Artists Rights Act (17 U.S.C. §§106A and 113(d)), the California 
Art Preservation Act (Cal. Civil Code §§987 et seq.), and any other local, state, 
federal or international laws that convey rights of the same nature as those 
conveyed under 17 U.S.C. §106A, Cal. Civil Code §§987 et seq., or any other type 
of moral right protecting the integrity of works of art. 

 
C. Where time permits, prior to disposing of or destroying the Artwork, CITY shall 

make reasonable good faith efforts to notify ARTIST, at the last phone number or 
address provided by ARTIST to the CITY, of the plan for disposition of the 
ARTWORK. Disposition of the ARTWORK shall be at the sole discretion of the City 
and may consist of auction, donation, return to artist, upcycling, recycling or 
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SAMPLE

disposal. 
 

D. If CITY alters the ARTWORK without ARTIST’S consent in a manner that is 
prejudicial to ARTIST’S reputation, ARTIST may disclaim authorship of the 
ARTWORK. Artist understands, acknowledges and agrees that the function of the 
boxes is for utility purposes and that the City therefore has the right to remove, 
modify, or replace the Artwork, which the City may do in its sole discretion in 
situations including but not limited to when the image or utility box is damaged, 
or the box needs to be moved, altered or replaced for any reason determined by 
City. 

 
VII. LIABILITY 

A. Artist shall defend, indemnify, and hold City harmless from and against any and all 
claims arising from any activity, demonstration, or things done, permitted or 
suffered by the Artist or Artist's agent(s), contractors, employees or volunteers; and 
shall further defend, indemnify, and hold City harmless from and against any and all 
damages arising from any breach or default in the performance of any obligation on 
Artist's part to be performed under the terms of this Agreement, including all costs, 
attorney's fees, expenses and liabilities incurred in the defense of any such claim. 
Artist, upon notification from City, shall defend the same at Artist's expense, by 
counsel satisfactory to City. 

 
B. City has no responsibility for furnishing, providing, or payment of the cost of any 

materials or equipment belonging to or used by Artist. To the extent Artist chooses 
to use or supply his or her own materials or equipment for any purpose related to 
the Artwork, Artist agrees to assume all liability for any such materials or equipment, 
and to hold City harmless from any and all damages, expenses, and liability arising 
out of use of such materials and equipment. 

VIII. TERMINATION OF CONTRACT 
 

A. This Agreement and the parties’ respective obligations under it may be immediately 
terminated verbally or in writing by the City if: 

 
1. Artist fails to comply with the requirements set forth in Exhibit A to this 

agreement; conducts the Services in a manner that endangers participants 
or public; Artist acts in a manner that causes damage to property; Artist acts 
in a manner that is substantially detrimental to Sponsor; Artist breaches 
any obligations under this Agreement. 
 

2. Circumstances occur that make it impossible or impractical for the City to 
continue to offer the Program. 
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SAMPLE

 
IX. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
A. Artist shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment 

because of race, religion, creed, color, gender, age (persons 40 years of age or older), 
disability, national origin, sexual orientation, or any other basis to the extent 
prohibited by federal, state or local law. 

B. Any amendments and modifications to this agreement must be in writing and signed 
by each party. 

C. Artist shall not assign, transfer, amend, or modify this agreement. 

D. Artist shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and ordinances in 
performing all obligations under this Agreement, including, but not limited to 
unemployment insurance benefits, worker's compensation laws, and F.I.C.A. laws. 

E. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of California, with venue 
in Santa Clara County. Each party shall bear its own costs and attorney fees in the 
event of a dispute. 

 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 

 
City of Sunnyvale ("Sponsor") 
Department of Library and Recreation Services 

Artist's Name (please print) 
 
 

 

Artist's Signature 

Date:  Phone ( )    

Address     

City   Zip  

IRS or 
Social Security Number  

Exhibits: 
A-The Suns of Sunnyvale RFQ 
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