
Parks and Recreation Commission

City of Sunnyvale

Notice and Agenda

Council Chambers, City Hall, 456 W. Olive 

Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086

7:00 PMWednesday, June 12, 2019

CALL TO ORDER

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

PRESENTATION

PRESENTATION - Board/Commission Study Issue 

Sponsorship Process

19-0111

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

This category provides an opportunity for members of the public to address the 

commission on items not listed on the agenda and is limited to 15 minutes (may 

be extended or continued after the public hearings/general business section of the 

agenda at the discretion of the Chair) with a maximum of up to three minutes per 

speaker. Please note the Brown Act (Open Meeting Law) does not allow 

commissioners to take action on an item not listed on the agenda. If you wish to 

address the commission, please complete a speaker card and give it to the 

Recording Secretary. Individuals are limited to one appearance during this 

section.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Minutes of April 10, 2019

19-01151.A

Recommendation: Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes of 

April 10, 2019 as submitted.
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June 12, 2019Parks and Recreation Commission Notice and Agenda

Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Special 

Meeting Minutes of May 22, 2019

19-01161.B

Recommendation: Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Special 

Minutes of May 22, 2019 as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS

Make Recommendations to City Council Regarding the 

Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association’s 

Proposed Expansion of the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum

19-03552

Recommendation: Staff makes no recommendation.

STANDING ITEM: CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL STUDY ISSUES

Discussion and Consideration of Sunnyvale Parks Waste 

Reduction Initiative Study Issue

19-0100

NON-AGENDA ITEMS & COMMENTS

-Commissioner Comments

-Staff Comments
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ADJOURNMENT

Notice to the Public:

Any agenda related writings or documents distributed to members of this meeting 

body regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public 

inspection in the originating department or can be accessed through the Office of 

the City Clerk located at 603 All America Way, Sunnyvale, CA. during normal 

business hours and at the meeting location on the evening of the board or 

commission meeting, pursuant to Government Code §54957.5.

Agenda information is available by contacting Community Services Administration 

at (408) 730-7336. Agendas and associated reports are also available on the City’s 

website at sunnyvale.ca.gov or at the Sunnyvale Public Library, 665 W. Olive Ave., 

Sunnyvale, 72 hours before the meeting. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance in 

this meeting, please contact Community Services Administration at (408) 

730-7336. Notification of 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 

reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.160 

(b) (1))
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City of Sunnyvale

Agenda Item

19-0111 Agenda Date: 6/12/2019

PRESENTATION - Board/Commission Study Issue Sponsorship Process
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City of Sunnyvale

Agenda Item

19-0115 Agenda Date: 6/12/2019

SUBJECT
Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2019

RECOMMENDATION
Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes of April 10, 2019 as submitted.
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City of Sunnyvale

Meeting Minutes - Draft

Parks and Recreation Commission

7:00 PM Council Chambers, City Hall, 456 W. Olive 

Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kenton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Chair Kenton led the salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL

Chair Ralph Kenton

Vice Chair Daniel McCune

Commissioner Henry Alexander III

Commissioner Prakash Giri

Commissioner Craig Pasqua

Present: 5 - 

Council Liaison Smith (absent)

PRESENTATION

19-0374 PRESENTATION - Community Services Annual Events Calendar

Community Services Manager Michael Muse, provided the board with an overview 

of the Community Services division work groups and upcoming event information. 

Highlights included: Fit & Fun Fair, Hands on the Arts, Outdoor Movie Nights, 

Repair Cafe, Summer Reading Program and Martin Yan Cooking Demonstration.

Chair Kenton commented that he was volunteering at the upcoming Hands on the 

Arts events and encouraged other Commissioners to volunteer as well.

19-0426 PRESENTATION - Community Services Facility Capital Improvement 

Update

Community Service Manager Nancy Grove, gave an update on the Community 

Center’s Facility Capital Improvement Project. Highlights included:

- Scope of work
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April 10, 2019Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft

-Updates on where we are

-Pictures of updated items

Commissioners inquired:

- Spending 6.9 million was target?

- Will there be a big renovation of the theatre?

Ms. Grove commented:

- Yes, 6.9 million is target. There are still a couple projects that need completed. Ms. 

Grove offered to provide a final number in the future if requested.

- At this time, just the lighting in the theatre was completed. We have highlighted 

some areas that we would like addressed in the future. Orchestra Pit and new doors 

are on wish list as well.

19-0427 PRESENTATION - Park Dedication Fund

Superintendent of Parks Jim Stark, provided a presentation on t the City’s Park 

Dedication Fund. 

Highlights included:

- How the fund came about

- Advised that additional information could be found in Sections 18 and 19 of 

Municipal Code

-Where the fund is now

-Provided an example (1 AMD Place)

-Shared current Park Dedication Fund projects

Commissioners inquired:

- Is ant part of the Civic Center Modernization Project part of the fund?

Superintendent Stark commented:

- I believe so and feel that it would be an appropriate use of the funds as the 

grounds will be used by many.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

 Mr. Serge Rudaz provided the commissioners with information on a citizen-ran 

effort related to district-based elections. Mr. Rudaz provided the commissioners with 

a handout that the group created and shared their proposed changes. Mr. Rudaz 

also provided an overview on how and why district-based elections were being 

considered.
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April 10, 2019Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft

Commissioners inquired/commented:

-Is Citywide an option?

-Is City Attorney and City Manager aware of your efforts?

-Are you a part of CAC?

-Will you be hosting more meetings?

-Thanked Mr. Rudaz for his presentation.

-Asked for clarification on the proposed options.

-Will my neighbors be in the same district?

Mr. Rudaz commented:

-Citywide is what we are currently doing and we need to move away from it.

-Yes, the group has spoken to the City Attorney and Assistant City Manager.

-No, I am not part of CAC.

-Yes, we will be hosting more meetings. 

-Mr. Rudaz further clarified the two options.

-Yes, due to the rules. The only way they would not be is if you are on a major 

artery, the individuals across the street may be in a different district. Those on your 

side of the street should be in your district.

-Thanked the commissioners for their time and questions.

CONSENT CALENDAR

1 19-0428 Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes of 

March 13, 2019

Commissioner Alexander III moved, and Commissioner McCune seconded the 

motion to approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes of March 13, 

2019 as submitted. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Chair Kenton

Vice Chair McCune

Commissioner Alexander III

Commissioner Giri

4 - 

No: 0   

Abstain: Commissioner Pasqua1 - 

Commissioner Pasqua abstained due to not being at the March 13 meeting.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS
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None.

STANDING ITEM: CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL STUDY ISSUES

Commissioner Alexander III brought forth a potential study item related to reducing 

waste at Sunnyvale Parks. The study issue item will be placed on the agenda and 

discussed at the next regular Parks and Recreation Commission meeting.

NON-AGENDA ITEMS & COMMENTS

-Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Giri asked if the Community Center was in works for a renovation of 

the gym in the 20-year plan and wondered how we were regarding usage of the 

gym. He also expressed interest in adding more indoor centers if there was demand.

Superintendent of Community Services Damon Sparacino, commented that the 

Indoor Center at the Columbia Neighborhood center and the one at the Community 

Center were both well used. He also noted that he would ask staff to pull usage 

reports for both as well as check if there were any unfulfilled requests.

Commissioner McCune noted that there was a lot of shared use between the 

schools and City as well.

Commissioner Giri asked if there was a single place for tournaments.

Superintendent Sparacino noted that tournaments are usually large scale and 

potentially countywide events. We are more focused on community events.

Commissioner Giri asked about a place to hold multiple events and another that it 

would be nice to have a place with more basketball courts.

Superintendent of Parks Jim Stark, commented that at this time, there is nothing in 

the plan related to building a facility to host large scale events.

-Staff Comments

Superintendent of Community Services Damon Sparacino, shared that staff will be 

providing the commissioners with a Superintendent’s Report at each meeting. The 

report will keep the commissioner’s abreast of information and staff will email it out 

the next morning as well. The April 10 report covered a variety of upcoming events, 

as well as shared information on the Census, grants and updates on past events. 
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April 10, 2019Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft

Superintendent Sparacino provided a brief overview of the items on the report.

Commissioners inquired:

-Can we share this information?

-Is there an update on the Branch Library?

Superintendent Sparacino commented:

-Yes, the report may be shared.

-The City is in discussion with the school district. Once we have an update on the 

Branch Library, we will share.

INFORMATION ONLY REPORTS/ITEMS

None.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Kenton adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m.
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Agenda Item

19-0116 Agenda Date: 6/12/2019

SUBJECT
Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of May 22, 2019

RECOMMENDATION
Approve the Parks and Recreation Commission Special Minutes of May 22, 2019 as submitted.
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City of Sunnyvale

Meeting Minutes - Draft

Parks and Recreation Commission

7:00 PM Neighborhood Room - Recreation Center, 

Sunnyvale Community Center, 550 E. 

Remington Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Wednesday, May 22, 2019

Special Meeting: Joint Meeting with Arts Commission

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kenton called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. in the Neighborhood Room at 

the Recreation Center.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Chair Kenton led the salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL

Chair Ralph Kenton

Vice Chair Daniel McCune

Commissioner Prakash Giri

Present: 3 - 

Commissioner Henry Alexander III

Commissioner Craig Pasqua

Absent: 2 - 

Commissioner Alexander III's absence is excused.

Commissioner Pasqua's absence is excused.

Council Liaison Smith absent

ROLL CALL: Arts Commission

Chair Vaughan - present

Vice Chair Eskridge - present

Commissioner Rogers - present

Commissioner Serrone - present

Commissioner Gluckman - present

Council Liaison Larsson absent
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PRESENTATION

19-0200 PRESENTATION - Age-Friendly Update

Community Services Manager Tracey Gott, gave an update on Age-Friendly 

Sunnyvale. Highlights included:

- What is Age-Friendly

- Library and Community Services Department Age-Friendly Process

- Next Steps

Commissioners inquired/commented:

- In survey, are items broken down by service?

- Were all survey responses from seniors?

- Were comments from a certain part of town?

- Any specific comments/concerns on access to parks and amenities?

- Were most taking the survey 60 and older?

- Doesn’t seem like a large number took it.

- Will information be available from focus groups and minutes taken at focus 

groups?

Ms. Gott commented:

- Items are broken down by domain and each domain had a subset.

- Anyone sent the survey had access. Results taken in focus groups and at Senior 

Center were mainly older adults.

- We received comments from a variety of locations, including near the Senior 

Center, by mobile home parks and senior living areas.

- Most were about easier access and transportation. Others comments on seating in 

and shade in areas.

- Seniors are 50+, there was a variety of ages.

- Overall, we are always evolving and over the 3-year development, we can 

reevaluate and change goals. We want this to be fluid and for it to be a way for the 

Senior Center to align and work towards community goals.

- We will be updating the age-friendly webpage and hope to have a draft of the 

report by August.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

None

PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS
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2 19-0172 Review of Fiscal Year 2019/20 Recommended Budget

Director of Finance, Tim Kirby, provided an overview of the City's Recommended 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2019/20.  Mr. Kirby included information on the City's 

20-year financial plan, technology enhancements, service delivery and the budget 

structure and process.

Commissioners inquired/commented:

- Do we get taxes from Airbnb rentals?

- Do we lose taxes from stores when they leave?

- Is the pension fund part of the reserves?

- Are salary increases automatically budgeted in?

- Do businesses pay property tax?

- Is it a 2-year budget cycle? 1-year operating, the other projects?

- Is project fund strictly for renovation? (speaking on a specific item)

- Is Sense of Place part of Park Dedication fees?

- Is Sense of Place part of Art?

- Didn’t we add a few parks this year?

- Is it possible to add more money for art to the Civic Center budget?

Mr. Kirby commented:

- Yes, if ran through Airbnb, the City receives taxes.

- Yes, we lose taxes from businesses when they leave. We are the second lowest in 

the County. San Jose is the lowest. Both cities are not heavy in retail.

- No, we account for pensions by paying CalPERS directly to fund those retired and 

the employees currently on payroll.

- Performance is individual to employee. We generally just budget cost of living. It is 

not automatically budgeted, it is negotiated.

- Yes, businesses pay property tax.

- We focus on operating one year and projects the next. We are currently working 

on projects.

- Yes, those are restricted fees.

- No, Sense of Place and Park Dedication are separate fees.

- No, Sense of Place is not part of Art. It is for aesthetic improvements. If you go 

from business to residential, these fees will make it more friendly for the residents. 

- Park Dedication Funds paid for the new parks (Seven Seas and at old Corn 

Palace development). They’ll also be a new park at 1 AMD Place.

 -  Once an update comes out on the MPPA, information will be provided about the 

amount available for art at the new Civic Center. Public Art is part of the Civic 
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May 22, 2019Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft

Center budget and the Arts Commission will have input. You are also welcome to 

attend council meetings and advocate for more art during the Public Hearing portion 

at Council. 

No action was taken by commisions.

STANDING ITEM: CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL STUDY ISSUES

None

NON-AGENDA ITEMS & COMMENTS

-Commissioner Comments

None

-Staff Comments

Superintendent of Community Services Damon Sparacino, shared that staff will be 

providing the commissioners with a Superintendent’s Report at each meeting. The 

May 22 report covered a variety of upcoming events, as well as shared information 

on Summer Camps and Swim Lessons fee waivers, Teen Fitness Challenge and 

past event updates.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Kenton adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m.
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City of Sunnyvale

Agenda Item

19-0355 Agenda Date: 6/12/2019

REPORT TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Make Recommendations to City Council Regarding the Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum
Association’s Proposed Expansion of the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum

BACKGROUND
The Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association (SHSMA) expressed interest in an
expansion of the Museum by approximately 1600 square feet.  The Museum is located across from
the Sunnyvale Community Center, see Attachments 1 and 2.  The expansion, as proposed
(Attachment 3), will require the removal of 6 to10 trees in the orchard. The purpose of the expansion
would be to accommodate historical items from the closed Onizuka Air Force Base’s “Blue
Cube” (see Attachment 4).

EXISTING POLICY
General Plan, Chapter 3, Land Use and Transportation - Open Space, Goal LT-8
Adequate and Balanced Open Space: Provide and maintain adequate and balanced open space and
recreation facilities for the benefit of maintaining a healthy community based on community needs
and the ability of the City to finance, construct, maintain and operate these facilities now and in the
future.

From the Orchard Heritage Park Master Plan Action Statements:
2. Maintain a working fruit orchard throughout the largest portion of Orchard Heritage Park for as long

a time period as practical within the resources made available by the City. Provide public access
to the greatest extent possible while meeting the goal of maintaining a working fruit orchard.

5. Assist the Sunnyvale Historical Society per written agreements, and to the greatest extent
practical, in developing a Heritage Museum facility at Orchard Heritage Park consistent with City
Council direction.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The action being considered is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15262 as the action relates to the authorization of a feasibility
and planning study for possible future actions that the City Council has not approved, adopted or
funded.  If the City Council directs staff to proceed with development of plans for an addition,
appropriate CEQA will be completed prior to final approval. The action taken today does not commit
the City Council to approving the project. Typically, an addition to an existing building, up to a certain
size, may qualify for a Class 1 Exemption for Existing Facilities (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301).
However, due to the potential impacts of the proposed addition to the Sunnyvale Heritage Orchard,
the project may require a higher level of CEQA review.
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19-0355 Agenda Date: 6/12/2019

Use of the existing annex building for additional exhibits would not impact the orchard and would be a
negligible expansion of the existing use. Therefore, this alternative would be exempt from CEQA
under the Class 1 Exemption.

DISCUSSION
The Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association (SHSMA) has proposed expanding the
museum at Orchard Heritage Park by adding approximately 1600 square feet. The purpose of the
expansion would be to accommodate additional items specifically from the Onizuka Air Force Base’s
“Blue Cube” and space for a research library. The expansion as proposed will require the removal of
trees in the orchard.   See Attachment 4 - Letter from SHSMA.  The society is committed to full costs
of implementation of their preferred location, including CEQA analysis.

It is worth noting that there is a current study issue, DPW 17-05 Orchard Heritage Park and Heritage
Park Museum - Analysis and Options for the Long-Term Operations and Maintenance of Orchard
Heritage Park and Review of the Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association Proposed
Expansion of the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum Site.  The purpose of the study is to identify long-
term options for operating and maintaining the orchard and to consider concepts to expand the
current Museum facility, including the identification of boundary limits. It is expected the study will be
completed in FY 2019/20.

City staff hosted a public meeting at the Community Center Campus to gather input on the proposal
(Attachment 5 - Summary of Meeting Notes). The meeting was held on Wednesday, February 20,
2019 at the Sunnyvale Community Center Ballroom and was attended by more than 100 people. The
goal of the meeting was to receive input regarding the expansion and possible removal of trees in the
adjoining orchard. This was also an opportunity for the public to ask questions and receive
information about the project. Numerous community members commented that no orchard trees
should be removed to accommodate the expansion of the Museum. Other community members
however stated that the materials from the Blue Cube should be saved for future generations and the
addition should be built where proposed by SHSMA.

Two alternative locations for museum expansion were discussed at the community meeting.  One
alternative is located to the south-east of the existing museum building.  The construction of this
alternative may still affect existing orchard trees.  The second alternative is to repurpose the existing
annex building located to the east of the museum.  Neither of these alternatives is desired by the
SHSMA.

Should the direction to staff be to move forward with further evaluation of the museum expansion
including environmental review, the City will require an agreement with the society to fully fund the
cost of implementation of the project (including CEQA analysis, anticipated to be approximately
$25,000 to $60,000 for staff to hire an environmental consultant, plus privately funded design and
construction).

FISCAL IMPACT
This proposal will have no fiscal impact to the City as the SHSMA would incur all costs of the
expansion as they proposed, if approved.

PUBLIC CONTACT
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Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-notice bulletin board
outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior Center, Community Center and Department of Public
Safety; and by making the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of
the City Clerk and on the City's website.

A public meeting for the project was conducted by Sunnyvale staff at the Sunnyvale Community
Center on Wednesday, February 20, 2019. Notification was provided through posting of informational
fliers at Orchard Heritage Park and mail delivery to neighbors that live within 1,000 feet of the project.
Those that attended any of the meetings and provided contact information received additional
notification of scheduled meetings on this subject.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Recommend that the City Council direct staff to develop modifications to the Orchard Heritage

Park Master plan and associated agreements and documents, including appropriate CEQA
review, of Alternative Plan 1 - add an addition to the Museum at the location preferred by
SHSMA, with all costs including CEQA (estimated $25,000 to $60,000) to be fully funded by
SHSMA.

2. Recommend to City Council not to proceed with the addition to the Museum at this time.
3. Recommend to City Council to direct staff to develop modifications to the Orchard Heritage

Park Master plan and associated agreements and documents, including appropriate CEQA
review, for a different alternative with the costs to be funded by the City, because SHSMA has
indicated that they will not support a different alternative.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff makes no recommendation.

Prepared by: Jim Stark, Superintendent of Parks
Reviewed by: Chip Taylor, Director, Public Works
Reviewed by: Teri Silva, Assistant City Manager
Approved by: Kent Steffens, City Manager

ATTACHMENTS
1. Orchard Heritage Park Area Map
2. Orchard Heritage Park Site Map
3. Orchard Heritage Park Site Map with Alternatives
4. Letter from Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association
5. Summary of Outreach Meeting Notes
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Orchard Heritage Park 
Area Map 

ATTACHMENT 1



Orchard Heritage Park 
Site Map 

Multi-purpose building – currently 
storage for Museum

Park maintenance building replaced with 
landscaping

Bianchi Barn & 
Orchard Operations

Orchard Heritage Park 
Interpretive Exhibit

ATTACHMENT 2 



Orchard Heritage Park Site Map 
with Alternatives

Preferred Location #1

Possible Location #2

Possible Location #3

ATTACHMENT 3 



   Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum 
Association 

 P.O. Box 2187 Sunnyvale, California 94087-0187 
     www.heritageparkmuseum.org • 408.749.0220

March 5, 2018 
City Manager, Honorable Mayor, Vice Mayor and City Council Members: 

The mission of the Sunnyvale Historical Society is to preserve, archive, restore and protect 
items pertaining to the history of our community.  We are presented with a rare opportunity to 
execute that mission in a manner that will benefit the museum, the City, and the generations of 
residents to follow. 

Last summer we posted a request to former employees of the iconic Blue Cube building to 
share their stories and history of the many projects that were designed and controlled in the 
Cube, while thinking ahead to a possible new exhibit. The response was overwhelming!  The 
history and innovation that took place in that building were of vital importance to Sunnyvale 
and indeed the national security of the world. Among many others, some of the major 
programs at the Blue Cube included Manned Orbiting Laboratory, Corona, Gambit and Hexagon 
Programs and the Samos and Midas Programs. Now is the time to save and record this history 
before it is gone. 

The Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association, respectfully requests to enter into a 
joint project with the City of Sunnyvale to build a 1600 square foot addition to the current 
museum building. The Society is fully willing to raise all funds required to build this addition and 
operate and maintain it for the future, as we do the current museum.  Along with the OHPIE 
Exhibit, the Museum building, the Bianchi Barn, and newly refurbished Annex building, this 
addition would further allow our visitors, young and old, to understand what this valley looked 
like in the late 1800’s as it morphed into the High-Tech Capitol of the Bay Area. 

Would the City please agendize this request to build the addition to the current museum 
building as soon as possible? The requested addition will house the new Blue Cube and Navy 
exhibits as well as a much needed research library space. 

Sunnyvale has always been known as a City that knows how to do the right thing.  We think that 
the “right thing” is to save the history of the Blue Cube, that irreplaceable part of Sunnyvale 
history, and we hope you think so, too. 

Sincerely, 

Flo Stafford Laura Babcock  
President Director 

Attachments:  preliminary building plans and Blue Cube photo 

http://www.heritageparkmuseum.org/
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

Summary of Meeting Notes 

Orchard Heritage Park Museum Expansion Proposal Outreach Meeting 

Sunnyvale Community Center Ballroom 

February 20, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

The following information was discussed during the meeting and/or received via 

comment cards: 

1. Support for a bigger and better museum. 

2. Research possibilities at the museum would improve with the expansion. 

3. Limited room for exhibits addition needed badly. 

4. May have an overall gain of trees by planting elsewhere and only a small number of 

trees to be removed (6-10). 

5. Provide education to the public and students with a larger library through the 

expansion.  Do not have facilities needed for continued student programming 

6. Museum does not have adequate space 

7. Do not support the infringement on the orchard. Is it possible to place the expansion 

elsewhere? Build a basement? 

8. CEQA guidelines and outcomes? 

9. Defend open space. 

10. Suggestion to create an orchard preservation plan prior to considering the expansion. 

11. There is a loss of trust between the residents and the Museum due to the Butcher 

House proposal. 

12. Represent technology in the museum (NASA, Blue Cube and Onizuka Air Force Base). 

This is not an either or decision. How can it be more inclusive? 

13. Don’t like issues that pit people against one another. 

14. No other work or additions should be allowed in the orchard or museum. 

15. Put addition to the east of the museum on museum property 

16. Plant trees where they’ll be successful. Soil and dirt issues do not allow for trees to be 

placed in every area of the orchard. 

17. Area is needed by orchard staff. Pieces are being removed a little at a time. 

18. This is an opportunity to work together on a solution through compromise. 

19. The orchards is a commercial business. 

20. A viable orchard must be 10 acres in order to hire workers, etc. 
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21. Do not appreciate coming back again and again, lock in the boundaries of the museum 

and orchard. 

22. Move the museum to the new City Hall site. 

23. The museum expansion is not aesthetically pleasing. 

24. Trees would be destroyed, not preserved. This will result in a loss of farming 

opportunities. 

25. Digitize materials and make them available to all. 

26. A loss of trees affects other businesses, such as beekeepers and personal gardeners 

27. Charlie Olson and the working farm are forms of Sunnyvale’s history. 

28. Get the museum what they need but do not remove trees. 

29. More parking spaces will be needed with the expansion. Parking is already limited at 

certain times of the day. 

30. Concern this is not the last request from the museum to expand 

31. Do not remove one tree 

32. How many more people will the addition bring? Take parking into consideration. 

 

The City also received 136 email responses, 38 in support of SHSMA’s proposal and 98 against 

the expansion into the Orchard. 
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