
Ortega Park Community Outreach Meeting 
March 10, 2014 
 

Community Member Comments 
 

23 community members in attendance 
 
Concerns Raised 

 Impact to parking and sidewalk access 

 Loss of living things (trees, vegetation) 

 Reduced visibility and increased potential for accidents due to children hiding behind solar 
carport posts 

 Additional shading cast on houses near picnic area site (site 4,5) 

 Increased drug dealing as a result of solar structures providing cover and reducing visibility 

 Teens and older children will “act up” around the picnic area structures – potential vandalism of 
the solar panels 

 Children and their balls will damage solar panels 

 Carport lighting creating an unappealing glow in the area throughout the night 

 Would it be better to wait 5-6 years when the park undergoes Master Planning Process 

 Overall negative aesthetic impact on the park 
 
Supportive comments 

 Car port/structure posts are not bigger than tree trunks; reduced visibility would be minimum 

 Cost saving measure 

 Progressive 

 Wonderful idea 
 
Additional Considerations 

 Request aesthetically pleasing panels/structures 

 Consider adding EV charging stations 

 Encourage larger trees (rather than saplings) if replacements are necessary 

 Relocate trees within the park 

 Opportunity to remove some of the nuisance trees such as African Sumac and Liquidamber trees 
and replace with more desirable trees 

 
Poll of Community Members Present 
Community members present asked if they could take a vote as to whether the City should even 
consider solar panels at Ortega Park.   
 
Community members in favor of solar structures:  10 
Community members not in favor: 0 
Several members did not vote because they were undecided on the issue and some members left prior 
to the vote. 

Attachment 5 – Public Feedback Summary 
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