
Section 605. Presiding Officer. Mayor. 

At the first regular meeting in January, at which the City Council shall certify the election results, following 
each General Municipal Election, and at the first regular meeting in January every two years thereafter, the City 
Council shall select one of its members as its presiding officer, who shall have the title of Mayor. Such selection 
shall be by motion of the City Council. The Mayor shall have a voice and vote in all its proceedings. He/she shall 
be the official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes. He/she shall perform such other duties as may be 
prescribed by this Charter or as may be imposed by the City Council consistent with his/her office. The Mayor 
shall serve in such capacity for a term of two years from and after which the appointment is made, and until a 
successor is selected; provided, that a person can continue to serve in the capacity of Mayor only while that 
person remains as a member of the City Council. In the event of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the City 
Council shall select one of its members to serve as Mayor for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Notwithstanding the two year term set forth above, in order to facilitate the transition to even year elections, 
the Councilmember selected to serve as Mayor at the first regular meeting in January 2016 shall serve a one year 
term rather than a two year term. Commencing with the January 2017 selection, the two year mayoral term will 
resume in accordance with the paragraph above.

The Mayor may be removed from such office prior to expiration of his/her term by a motion of the City 
Council adopted by the affirmative votes of at least five members of the City Council. (Amended effective 
December 31, 1975, December 21, 1976, December 21, 1987, November 30, 1995, November 28, 2007 and 
December 16, 2013: previously Section 704)
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