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DESIGN NARRATIVE

Edwina Benner Plaza is a vibrant, multi-family community bringing 66 new homes to the City 
of Sunnyvale. 

Bounded by Highway 237, an active Hindu temple, and residential uses, the site plan  
responds to and respects the existing residential, civic, and commercial context.  Elements 
on the site are organized to promote an environment for healthy living, to cultivate a sense  
of community, and to maximize connection to the landscape.

The building is sited to address the proximity of the highway, which runs parallel to Persian 
Drive. The massing strategy and program arrangement—orienting the residential program 
away from the front of the building—shield the common areas and residential units from 
noise and pollution. 

A strong visual move, the “folded” wall facing the freeway along Persian Drive is playful and 
iconic. The sweeping arc and rhythm of the folds provides visual appeal and conveys a 
sense of building identity to passing drivers, while the nuanced colors and pattern of the 
materials reads well at a smaller scale, enriching the pedestrian experience. 

Residents and visitors approach this face of the building through a grove of trees and  
defined entry plaza. The main entry, demarcated by a strong vertical break in the folded 
wall, interrupts the visual weight of the folded volume to create a clear focal point. 

This entryway is framed by community and office spaces facing Persian Drive that activate 
the ground level.  At the community room and office suite, the folded facade lifts to create a 
visual connection between the interior spaces and the grove of trees and plantings. 
Storefront windows into these gathering spaces provide transparency, light, and visual 
interest for pedestrians and residents.  As the folded facade moves toward the east property 
line, it reaches back to the ground to conceal mechanical services and to provide visual 
balance. At the fourth level, a setback in the façade breaks  up the massing to reveal the 
fitness room, which provides views over the freeway to the bay and surrounding hills.

The main entryway passes by the office suite and opens into a sheltered at-grade main 
courtyard that connects with the building’s community and service spaces—and protected 
parking beyond. This generous on-grade courtyard provides a sunny community gathering 
space and offers a welcome into the life of the building. The visibility of covered parking is 
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minimized at the back of the site, concentrating all residential and community uses at the 
sheltered center of the site.

Above, a strong linear circulation spine connects three residential “pods” separated by two 
large podium courtyards. The circulation links the residences via a series of open-air bridges 
that provide a connection to the landscaped courtyards and take advantage of Sunnyvale’s 
pleasant weather.  

The building’s east, west, and south elevations express a residential character, reflecting the  
adjacent townhouses and temple through a more restrained use of form, material, color, and 
detail.  

The long east and west elevations are punctuated by views into lush podium courtyards and 
feature vertical bands where varied color and material texture provide contrast and depth. 
Recessed balconies—highlighted with accent colors—connect the apartments to the 
courtyard spaces, which provide planting, light, and open space for each dwelling unit.  

The prominent "folded" facade on Persian Drive consists of two colorful volumes separated 
by a strong vertical circulation spine. The light volume, with warm yellow accents, floats 
above a band of storefront at the ground level.  As a counterpoint, the darker volume has 
deep terracotta accents, and serves to anchor the folded skin as it wraps the eastern corner 
of the building.  A variety of wide and narrow windows are arranged in the light volume to 
respond to the residential living spaces contained within, while openings are limited into the 
service spaces of the darker red volume.    

The overall palette draws inspiration from the warm neutrals of the surrounding context, 
punctuated with colorful accents.  Hues from the prominent Persian Drive elevation are 
incorporated at the three residential volumes: A middle light-toned volume, highlighted with 
deep terracotta accents, is flanked by two darker volumes enlivened with a pale yellow tone 
at the recesses. 

The predominant cladding is horizontal Hardie siding, with vertical board-and-batten detailing 
at recesses and infill panels at floor levels providing visual interest. Wood balconies at the 
east, south, and courtyard elevations provide natural texture, visual richness, and material 
variety. 

All windows are recessed and accented by a full height vertical trim that extends beyond the 
plane of the wall, adding depth and articulation. This fenestration and detail references a 
residential vernacular of single-hung windows with decorative trim, yet also serves as an 
effective shading device. Floor-to-ceiling windows provide ample daylight for living spaces, 
with the largest apertures facing the courtyard whenever possible to maximize views to open 
green space.  

An access lane runs along the west edge of the site, providing access to the at-grade 
courtyard and open-air stair as well as the covered parking at the rear of the site. Textured 
concrete and climbing vines add detail and greenery along the east side of this lane, which 
provides pattern and way finding through permeable pavers. Along the west side, a 
landscaped planting strip lines the redwood property line fence. 
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