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Why change the electoral system?

» At-large voting systems are targets of CVRA litigation

» No city has won a CVRA lawsuit

» Court decisions remove local authority

» CVRA litigation is expensive

» City received a letter alleging CVRA violations in

October 2018
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Existing Council Electoral System

» At-large Council election system

» 7 numbered Council seats

» Council term = 4 years

» Mayor serves two-year term
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CVRA Overview

» Prohibits voting systems that dilute the votes

of racial minorities

» Prohibits at-large elections that impair the

ability of a protected class to elect

candidates of its choice

» Has a “safe harbor” which allows district-

based election systems as the remedy
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CVRA Overview

» Need only prove there is “racially polarized voting”

» CVRA violations can occur regardless of whether:

• Protected class forms the majority of eligible voters

• No proof of intent to discriminate

• No history of discrimination

» Since 2002, at least 60 Cities have changed from at-

large to district-based election systems
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Sunnyvale Demographics
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Project Process
» Phase 1: February through June 2019

• Educate community about the project:

▪ CVRA and potential remedies

▪ Existing demographics

• Seek input on:

▪ Potential remedies

▪ Timing of next election

» Phase 2: July through December 2019

• Develop district maps
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Engaging All Demographics

» Spread meetings throughout city

» Outreach at places of worship, low income

neighborhoods, and ethnic events

» Advertise in ethnic media

» Provide translation and interpretation

» Offer childcare and food at meetings
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www.SunnyvaleElections.org
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Open 
House 
Survey
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Citizens Advisory Committee

» Plays an advisory to:

• Provide feedback on outreach plans

• Communicate potential changes to the
electoral system

• Serve as project ambassadors

» CAC to represent the City’s geographic,

ethnic, and social diversity
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