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Hi Julia,

Good Morning. Thanks for the email.

As I mentioned you earlier, there is construction going on at the site, based on what was approved
earlier. I did a site visit yesterday evening at around 5 pm and I am confirming that information. They
are currently constructing the main roof framing members for the already approved open roof. I also
learnt that they are scheduled for a building inspection to check the connection of the framing to the
existing house this week.

Per the Assistant Director of the Department, Andrew Miner, this project is placed on the consent
calendar. As you know, the Planning commissioners have the right to take it out of the consent
calendar, as needed. This item is scheduled after a large item in the agenda, and the large item
might easily take at least 30 mins from the start of the hearing. I’ll request our admin to send you
the agenda, once it is finalized.

Regarding noise from construction, kindly talk to your neighbor and see if there is anything you can
settle between both your properties. I have attached the fence brochure with this email, which will
give you requirement on fence heights. If you find there is any violation with the Municipal Code
with respect to the construction noise, please contact Neighborhood Preservation at 408 730 7447.

I’ll am very swamped with multiple due dates today. I’ll call you tomorrow morning 9:00 am to
discuss this further. Thanks in advance for your understanding and patience.

Thanks,

MARY JEYAPRAKASH
Associate Planner
Community Development Department
City of Sunnyvale
Phone:    408-730-7449

From: Julia Miller 
Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2019 9:10 AM
To: Mary Jeyaprakash <MJeyaprakash@sunnyvale.ca.gov>
Cc: Teresa Zarrin <TZarrin@sunnyvale.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: Noticing for 1630 Manitoba
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 RESIDENTIAL FENCES 
To promote attractive and safe neighborhoods, Planning and Building permits may be required for 
new or replacement fences.  For additional information, see SMC 19.48. 


 
The Planning Division reviews fences for location, material and design standards. 
The Building Division reviews fences for safe construction. Lattice is included in the 
total fence height. For planning permit purposes, height is measured from highest 
adjoining grade, or from the top of 
nearest curb if in the front or reducible 
front yard. For building permit purposes, 
fence height is measured from the lowest 
adjoining grade. 


FRONT YARD FENCES 
A front yard fence is defined as being 
between the face of the building and the 
street. Corner lots have a second front 
yard (called a reducible front yard) along 
the longer of the two street frontages. 
No fences or other obstructions may be 
over 3.5 feet high in a driveway or 
corner vision triangle (see reverse).  
 
If the sidewalk is adjacent to the curb, 
the fence can be built to the property 
line (typically 11 feet back from the curb 
edge, or 5.5 feet from the sidewalk 
edge). If there is a landscape strip 
between the sidewalk and the curb, 
fences may be built to the edge of the sidewalk (see sidebar). 
 
Fences within Front Yards (between face of building and street) 


Fence Height* Review Process 


Up to 4 feet 
No permit required. Fence may not exceed 3.5 ft. in any 
vision triangles unless it is an “open fence.” (see reverse)                                      


4+ to 6 feet MPP  


Over 6 feet 
Use Permit required. A building permit is required for 
fences over 7 feet tall. 


*  For Planning permits, front yard fence height is measured from the top of the nearest curb. 


 
Fences on Corner Lots in Required Reducible Front Yards 


Fence Height* Review Process 


Up to 6 feet No permit required 


6+ to 8 feet 


No planning permit is required if the fence is set back 2 feet 
from the property line for every foot in height above 6 feet 
(i.e. a 7 foot high fence must be set back 2 feet). A MPP is 
required if the fence does not meet this requirement. A 
building permit is required for fences over 7 feet tall. 


Over 8 feet Use Permit and building permit required. 
*  For Planning permits, front yard fence height is measured from the top of the nearest curb. 


SIDE OR REAR YARD FENCES 
Side and rear yard fences may be located on the property line or slightly adjacent.  
Either location requires the following review process.  


Fence Height** Review Process 


Up to 8 feet 
No planning permit required. A building permit is required 
for fences over 7 feet tall. 


Over 8 feet Use Permit and building permit required. 
 


FENCES ADJACENT TO 
THE SIDEWALK 
Fence located in the 
public right-of-way 
may need to be 
removed if the City 
requires access to the 
right of way. 
 
HEDGES 
Hedges and other 
natural or structural 
objects are subject to 
the height restrictions 
for the front yard or 
reducible front yard.  
 
VISION TRIANGLES 
Vision triangles are 
located at the 
intersections of 
driveways and 
sidewalks and street 
intersections for 
pedestrian, bicycle, 
and vehicle safety. 
Fences may not exceed 
3.5 feet in any vision 
triangle. See reverse 
for diagrams showing 
locations of vision 
triangles.  
 
HOMEOWNER’S 
ASSOCIATION 
If your property is part 
of a Homeowner’s 
Association, review the 
CC&Rs and consult with 
the Homeowner’s 
Association for any 
additional restrictions. 


 
RETAINING WALLS 
Retaining walls less 
than 4 feet (from base 
of footing to top) do 
not require a permit. 
Regardless of height, if 
a fence is located on 
top of a retaining wall, 
a building permit is 
required. 


 







 


One-Stop Permit Center – City Hall – 456 W. Olive Avenue – (408) 730-7444 
Planners and Building Division staff are available 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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PERMIT PROCESS 


PLANNING DIVISION REVIEW 
1. Ensure the fence is not located within the corner 


or driveway vision triangles.  
2. Ensure the fence meets established design 


requirements and guidelines. 
3. If required, submit an MPP application or Use 


Permit application for review.  
4. The City will make a decision on the application. 


5. If a permit was required, the decision may be 
appealed to the Planning Commission within 15 
days of the decision date. 


 


PLANNING REVIEW APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  
(2 copies of each item unless noted otherwise) 


□ Application signed by the property owner (approval 
letter from the Homeowner’s Association if 
applicable). (1 copy) 


□ Site plan showing the location of the property 
lines, existing building(s), and location of the 
proposed fence. 


□ Elevation drawings showing the proposed design, 
materials and height (from top of nearest curb if in 
the front or reducible front yard or highest 
adjoining grade if in the side or rear). 


□ Fee (non-refundable) ________________ 
 


BUILDING PERMIT REVIEW 
6. Building permits are reviewed at the One-Stop 


Permit Center between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 12:00 noon, Monday through Friday. 


7. Fence installations require two inspections; a 
post hole inspection that should be scheduled 
after the post holes are dug, and a final 
inspection after all the work in complete. 
 Note that fasteners used in preservative-


treated wood shall be of hot dipped zinc-
coated galvanized steel or stainless steel. 
(CBC 2304.9.5) 


BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  


(3 copies of each item unless noted otherwise) 


□ A completed Building Permit Worksheet 
application, available at the One-Stop Permit 
Center or on-line at www.SunnyvaleBuilding.com. 
(1 copy) 


□ An approval letter from the Homeowner’s 
Association (if applicable). 


□ Site plan showing the location of the property lines, 
existing building(s), and location of the proposed 
fence. 


□ Provide construction details for the fence; 
structural calculations and details may be required. 


□ Fee (non-refundable) ________________ 
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Good Morning Mary,
 
I see workers are continuing with the p project and have sheet rocked the outside of the
building which is also over the sign light of my fence and insider views. I have a major
conflict for Monday evening's Planning Commission mtg so could you please let me know
where on the agenda this project would appear and what you discovered from the site visit.  I
think I will ask the commissioners and staff to ask the applicant to add an additional fence
portion to block my view of their property and hopefully reduce some noise.  
Do you see this as an option?  Can we speak?
Thank you,
Julia
408-221-3834
 
On Mon, Apr 1, 2019 at 11:59 AM Mary Jeyaprakash <MJeyaprakash@sunnyvale.ca.gov>
wrote:

Dear Ms. Miller,
 
Good afternoon. Our records indicate that we did send a notice to your address. Please find
attached the notice we mailed (to 1611 New Brunswick). I am sorry that you didn’t receive
the notice that we sent.
 
I am also copying the Planner for the project for which the construction is going on at this
time. As I mentioned over the phone, the notice is only for the roof over the gazebo and not
for the rest of the addition (approved in 2018 through a different Design Review) to the
house, because the rest didn’t trigger the threshold for noticing.
 
Please let me know if you have any other questions.
 
Thanks,
 

 
Follow us on:

     

MARY JEYAPRAKASH
Associate Planner
Community Development Department
 
Phone:  408-730-7449
Sunnyvale.ca.gov
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From: Julia Miller
To: Mary Jeyaprakash
Subject: View from my living room
Date: Monday, April 01, 2019 4:22:14 PM
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Sent from my iPhone - please excuse typos
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