
City of Sunnyvale

Agenda Item

20-0182 Agenda Date: 1/15/2020

REPORT TO ARTS COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Approve Art in Private Development Project - Hunter Properties/CityLine

BACKGROUND
Under the City’s Art in Private Development Ordinance (SMC 19.52), the CityLine development in
downtown Sunnyvale is required to provide public art. The public art component must be equal in
value to 1 percent of the building permit valuation. The public art component for this project will
consist of two phases and a total of six artworks by various artists. Phase 1 will include two works of
art and Phase 2 will include the remaining works.

The minimum artwork expenditure for Phase 1 of the project has been established as $451,381,
although this amount will be used to commission two works.

The procedure established for reviewing the artwork is:
1) Review the artist’s background to ensure he/she has the experience and knowledge to design,

fabricate and install large-scale artworks;
2) Review the artwork itself to determine whether the nature and style of the artwork is

appropriate to the site;
3) Determine whether the proposed artwork is appropriate in scale for the overall development;

and
4) Review the location of the artwork for accessibility to the public.

The purpose of this report is to provide information and request the Arts Commission review and
make a recommendation to the City Council for one of the two artworks proposed for Phase 1.
Created by FutureForms this design was reviewed at the Nov. 20, 2019, meeting in conjunction with
a second artwork by sculptor Woody de Othello (RTC 19-1187). After receiving feedback from the
Arts Commission and the public, the developer decided to defer the approval request for both
artworks. The developer has now opted to submit them individually for review. The FutureForms
artwork is included in this report. Mr. Othello’s sculpture will be presented to the Arts Commission at a
future date.

Final approval for AIPD projects is usually determined by the Arts Commission. However, the
conditions of approval for this project state “Upon review by the Arts Commission the plan shall be
forwarded for review and approval by the City Council.” Therefore, the Arts Commission’s
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council for final approval at the Feb. 25, 2020 meeting.

EXISTING POLICY
Sunnyvale Municipal Code 19.52 - Art in Private Development
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
In 2016 (RTC 16-0458), the Planning Commission approved a special development permit to amend
the Final Conditions of Approval for the Sunnyvale Town Center project. Required public art was
included in those amended conditions of approval. The approved amendments to the Special
Development Permit Final Conditions of Approval, including the public art requirement, were
determined to be within the scope of the previous environmental analysis for the Downtown Program
Improvement Update in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15168(c)(2). Subsequent
environmental review is not required as none of the exceptions to the exemptions specified in CEQA
Guidelines Section 15300.2 had occurred, and the amended conditions were deemed categorically
exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15304 and 15305.

DISCUSSION
Project Location: In 2007, the City Council approved a master land use and site development plan
for the CityLine project (previously referred to as “Sunnyvale Town Center”). The site covers six
blocks located between South Mathilda and South Sunnyvale and West Washington and West Iowa
avenues (Attachment 1 - Vicinity Map).

Project Description: The development includes a mixture of retail, commercial, office and residential
apartments. The project will retain the Target store, Nokia and Apple office spaces and the existing
Redwood Square along McKinley Avenue. The former Macy’s building will be demolished during
Phase 2 (Attachment 2 - Site Plan).

A two-story commercial building is currently under construction and will be occupied by Whole Foods
on the ground floor and AMC Theaters on the second floor with a public parking garage immediately
adjacent on the southwest corner of McKinley and Sunnyvale Avenues. This part of the project is
slated to open in early 2020.

Artwork Location: Hunter Properties is curating a “dynamic installation of public art that invigorates
communal spaces and provides a link between the past, present and future of Downtown
Sunnyvale...by engaging avant-garde contemporary artists whose work addresses methodologies
and ideas of our time.”

The artwork is being developed, approved and installed in two phases. Phase 1 addresses the
McKinley Avenue corridor, which runs through the center of the development. Phase 2 locations and
proposals are still being developed.

Phase 1 artwork includes two locations. The first artwork, which is being considered in the report, will
reside in the median along McKinley Avenue between Taaffe and Mathilda Avenues. The second
artwork will be located on the northeast corner of Murphy and McKinley Avenues, directly across from
the future Whole Foods and AMC Theaters and will be reviewed at a later date (Attachment 3 - Site
Plan with Art Locations).

Location 1- McKinley Avenue median

Selected Artist:  The artistic team selected for this project is San Francisco-based FutureForms
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(Nataly Gattegno and Jason Kelly Johnson). Their approach to art and design has been explained as
“experiential, interactive and materially rich.” The artistic duo has been creating public art since 2011,
completing public art installations in San Francisco, Palo Alto, Albany, Denver and Milan, Italy.
(Attachment 4 - Future Forms’ Resume). Upcoming art installations include projects for St. James
Park Levitt Pavilion in San Jose, CA; Sea Beach Line Station, New York, NY; Oakland, CA; North
Union Station, Washington D.C. and San Francisco, CA. FutureForms was also recently approved
(February 2019) by the Arts Commission for an Art in Private Development project at 1050 Kifer
Road, Intuitive Surgical.

More information and images for FutureForms can be found at futureforms.us.

Artwork Proposal:  For this project, FutureForms has developed a sculptural geometric shade
canopy entitled 1000 Suns (Attachment 5 - 1000 Suns Daytime Rendering and Attachment 6 - 1000
Suns Street View Rendering). Standing 15 feet tall, this canopy was designed to foster pedestrian
interaction and contemplation through playful shapes and shadows. It will cover a 23 by 31 feet
square area and includes shaded seating for pedestrians.

The artwork will consist of 1000 brushed stainless steel or aluminum cylinders with stainless steel
hardware. The round cylinders will vary in size and will be welded together allowing sunlight to show
through and cast shadows onto the seating and concrete areas below (Attachment 7 - 1000 Suns
Study #1). The center cylinders will be larger in size and will house a layer of colored eco-resin
polycarbonate which will add colored circles to the shadow pattern (Attachment 8 - 1000 Suns Study
#2).

The structure will be supported by four clusters of three, 4-inch diameter carbon steel columns. Each
column will be coated with an industrial metal finish and accompanied by a cluster of concrete
cylinders for seating. The size of the canopy, interplay of shadow and central location in the median
combine to create a focal point in the development.

Lighting Plan: At night, the artwork will be lit by four in-ground lights directly under the canopy and
eight above-ground light poles to the sides of the canopy which will create ambient light (Attachment
9 -1000 Suns Evening Rendering).

Maintenance: The artwork will be constructed using marine-grade materials including stainless steel,
galvanized and epoxy-coated carbon steel, and UV resistant polycarbonate. All fasteners will be
stainless steel. The artwork can be power-washed and/or wiped down with non-abrasive cleaning
solutions. Graffiti can be removed with solvents and/or painted over using touch-up paint.

Art Bond: The City has collected a security in the form of a bond to guarantee installation of the art.
The bond will be held until completion of the public art requirement, consistent with SMC Chapter
19.52 (Art in Private Development). The requirement will be deemed complete when the following
conditions are met:

1. Installation of the art
2. Installation of plaque
3. Installation of lighting for the artwork
4. Registration of the artwork, and the property owner’s obligation to maintain the artwork, with

the County of Santa Clara
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5. Verification of the 1 percent expenditure
6.  Submission of the landscape plan to the Visual Arts Coordinator

FISCAL IMPACT
If approved, the developer will be responsible for design, fabrication and installation costs of the
artwork, as well as ongoing maintenance. There is no fiscal impact on the City’s operating budget
other than incidental staff time to monitor the project, which is budgeted in the Art in Private
Development Program.

The developer anticipates the artwork budget will be equal to or greater than the 1 percent
requirement; if it is not, the developer will be required to contribute the difference to the City’s Public
Art Fund. The developer is required to provide backup documentation to substantiate all art
expenditures.

PUBLIC CONTACT
Public contact was made through posting of the Arts Commission agenda on the City’s official-notice
bulletin board, on the City’s website, and the availability of the agenda and report in the Office of the
City Clerk.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Recommend approval of the artwork as it is proposed.
2. Recommend approval of the artwork as it is proposed with the following condition of approval:

a. Require the developer to submit a landscape plan to the Visual Arts Coordinator prior to
installation of the art.

3. Do not recommend approval of the artwork as it is proposed.

RECOMMENDATION
Alternative 2: Recommend approval of the artwork as it is proposed and require the developer to
submit a landscape plan to the Visual Arts Coordinator prior to the installation of the art. Staff
concludes that the proposal adequately meets the criteria of the Art in Private Development
requirement. However, the landscape plan is not finalized so the art proposal has been reviewed
without considering nearby landscaping and tree locations.

Prepared by: Kristin Dance, Community Services Coordinator
Reviewed by: Trenton Hill, Community Services Manager
Reviewed by: Damon Sparacino, Superintendent of Community Services
Approved by: Cherise Brandell, Director, Department of Library and Community Services

ATTACHMENTS
1. Vicinity Map
2. Site Plan
3. Site Plan with Art Location
4. Future Forms’ Resume
5. 1000 Suns Daytime Rendering
6. 1000 Suns Street View Rendering
7. 1000 Suns Study #1
8. 1000 Suns Study #2
9. 1000 Suns Evening Rendering
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FUTUREFORMS Nataly Gattegno + Jason Kelly Johnson
2325 3rd St. #229, San Francisco, CA 94107
t: 415.255.4879, c: 434.466.6507, e: nataly@futureforms.us, e: jason@futureforms.us
w: www.futureforms.us

+ Education
Nataly Gattegno:
2002 Master of Architecture, MArch, Princeton University 
2000 Master of Arts, MA, Cambridge University, St Johns College, UK
1998 Bachelor of Arts, BA Honors, Cambridge University, St Johns College, UK
Jason Kelly Johnson:
2001 Master of Architecture, MArch, Princeton University
1995 Bachelor of Sciences, BSc, University of Virginia

+ Forthcoming Public Artwork
2019 Constellations, Pensacola, FL [Budget: 300,000 USD]
2019 Lightstreams, MTA Arts + Design, Sea Beach Line Station Public Art, New York, NY [Budget: 400,000 USD] 
2020 Cosmos, Sunnyvale, CA [Budget: 400,000 USD]
2020 Lightcloud, I-880 Underpass, Oakland, CA [Budget: 310,000 USD]
2020 Patten Parkway Artwork, Chattanooga, TN [Budget: 500,000 USD]
2022 Weatherscape, El Paso, TX [Budget: $750,000 USD]
2022 30VN, San Francisco, CA [Budget: 2mil USD]
2023 St. James Park Levitt Pavilion, San Jose, CA [Budget: 10mil USD]

+ Recent Public Art Commissions
2019 Lightweave: Interactive Public Art, North Union Station Underpass, Washington DC [Budget: 500,000 USD]
2018 Murmur Wall, Milan Design Week, Milan, Italy 
2017 Waveform, Metropolitan State University of Denver, Aerospace & Engineering Sciences Denver, CO
2017 Anemone: Sculptural Shade Canopy, Albany, CA
2016 Chronoscope 1, Soundwave Art Festival, Fort Mason, San Francisco, CA
2017/15 Murmur Wall: Interactive Public Art Installation, Palo Alto City Hall, Palo Alto, CA; YBCA, San Francisco, CA
2015 Data Lanterns: Interactive Public Art Installation, Market Street Prototyping Festival, San Francisco, CA
2014  Lightswarm: Interactive Façade Installation, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, CA
2014  Datasprayer, Swiss Pavilion, Venice Biennale, Italy
2012 Datagrove, ZERO1 Biennial, San Jose, CA and artMRKT, Fort Mason, San Francisco, CA
2012 Hydramax, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA

+ Recent Private Art Commissions
2016  4480 Pixels In Space, Survey Monkey, San Mateo, CA
2015  Bitstream, Bitly, New York, NY

+ Recent Group Exhibitions
2018 Venice Biennale, Data and Matter Exhibition, European Cultural Centre, Venice, Italy
2017 Architectural Pavilions: Experiments and Artifacts, Museum of Craft and Design, San Francisco, CA, 
2017  Luminairy, Art, Tech + Music Festival, San Francisco, CA
2015  Blueprint, Storefront for Art + Architecture, New York, NY, Curator: Sebastiaan Bremer & SO-IL
2015 Data Clay, Museum of Craft and Design, San Francisco, CA, Curators: Joshua G. Stein & Del Harrow

RESUME
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+ Recent Project Finalists
2019 Uber HQ, Plaza Artwork, San Francisco, CA
2018 Mint Plaza Artwork, San Francisco, CA
2018 Google HQ, Charleston East Plaza Artwork, Mountain View, CA
2016 Assen Integrated Public Art Commission, Assen, Netherlands

+ Artist Pools [current]
2019-2020  Prequalified Artist Pool: San Francisco Arts Commission, CA 
2019-2021  Pre-Qualified List, San Antonio, TX
2018-2020 Prequalified Artist Pool, Palo Alto, CA
2017-2020 Artist Registry, Alameda County Arts Commission, CA
2018-2021 Public Art Roster, Washington State Arts Commission, WA
2018-2020  National Pre-Qualified Artist Pool, Austin, TX
2018-2020 Established Public Art List, Fort Worth, TX
2016-2019  Art in Public Places Roster: Oregon Regional Arts & Culture Council, OR

+ Fellowships / Awards
2019 Installations & Structures Master Prize for Lightweave
2016 SXSW Eco Place By Design Interactive Art Award Finalist for Lightswarm
2016 Americans for the Arts ‘Top 50 Public Artworks’ for Murmur Wall
2013 Americans for the Arts ‘Top 50 Public Artworks’ for Datagrove
2011 The Architectural League Prize, The Architectural League of New York
2010 Van Alen NY Prize Fellowship, Van Alen Institute, New York

+ Select Authored Publications
2018 N.Gattegno + J.Johnson, From Ambient Environments to Sentient Spaces, in IATR, ed. Marinic, Routledge. 
2016 N.Gattegno + J.Johnson, Foreword to Responsive Landscapes, ed. Cantrell+Holzman, Routledge.
2015  N.Gattegno + J.Johnson, The Hydramax Trilogy, in Architectural Design, AD 2050, Wiley Press.
2012 N.Gattegno + J.Johnson, Live Models, in Dirt, Viabooks, eds. Furjan, Born, Jencks, MIT Press.

+ Select Publication of Artwork
2019 FORM Magazine, Simulation Shifts Design, Nº 282
2017 Karen M’Closkey + Keith VanDerSys, Dynamic Patterns: Visualizing Landscape in a Digital Age, Routledge.
2016 Ila Berman + Douglas Burnham, Expanded Field: Installation Architecture Beyond Art, Applied Research & Design.
2016 Michael Fox, Interactive Architecture: Adaptive World, Princeton Architectural Press.
2015 The Journal of Performance and Art, Issue 109, MIT Press.
2014 ROOM: Inside Contemporary Interiors, Phaidon.
2014 Installation Art Now, Sandu Publishing, Ginko Press.

+ Select Press, Interviews, Commentary
2019 Breaking Boundaries, San Francisco Magazine. 
2019 Art Installations Bring Light and Beauty Where We Need It Most, Washington Post. 
2017 Can You Design A City To Feel? Podcast, Forbes.
2017 The Invisible Network That Makes Cities Work, CityLab, The Atlantic.
2016 Lights in the sky: Inside San Francisco’s illuminated art scene, Engadget.
2015 Illuminate SF, SF Travel.
2015 A Light Sculpture Is Harvesting San Francisco’s Secrets, The Creators Project.
2014 Best of #Light, Domus.
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Shadow Study Model Photo

1 SUN

1000 SUNS

CONCEPT DIAGRAM
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