
Jurisdiction Program Funding Average Cost per 
Plaque1 

Estimated Cost for 
5 Plaques  Application Process Plaque Content 

Program Administered by Jurisdiction 

City of Santa Clara City $184-194  
(10”x7” bronze) 

$920-970 1. Plaque application request by public or
Historical Landmark Commission (HLC)

2. Application approval at HLC hearing
3. City orders plaque and applicant installs
4. City/Vendor provides installation

information, including placement
requirements on the structure

• Construction date or year/period of
importance

• Keyword (to be researched in the future if
desired)

• City logo

San Francisco City Approx. $1,175  
(18” dia. bronze) 

Approx. $5,875 1. Plaque application submitted and approved
over the counter

2. Plaque picked up by applicant from City
when available

3. Building permit issued for installation
(reviewed by Planning)

4. Applicant submits a form (“affidavit”)
confirming installation and a photo.

• City Landmark number
• City Landmark name
• Address and date of construction (or

years/period of importance)
• Brief description of the landmark
• Designated date

San Diego Applicant ~$200-300* 
(17”x12” bronze) 

*Cost depends on the
vendor and bronze
market

~$1,000-$1,500 1. City encourages heritage landmark property
owners to install a plaque. Letter includes
specifications (shape, size, color, etc.) and
information that the plaque should contain

2. Property owners can contact the City staff
to verify the historical information.

3. Property owner chooses City-approved
vendor for plaque and install per vendor
instruction

• Historic name (consistent with the Historical
Resource B naming policy)

• Construction date
• Landmark number (assigned by HRB staff)
• City seal

Program Administered by Nonprofit Organization 

Sacramento Applicant $320 
(copper) 

$1,600 1. Property owner requests plaque
2. City approves information for plaque
3. Nonprofit Organization processes plaque

request
4. Applicant installs per instruction

• City logo
• Construction Date
• Historical name
• Brief description
• Plaque Provider (“Sacramento Heritage Inc”)
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• Designation Type (“Historic Landmark”)
Santa Cruz County Applicant/Property 

Owner 
$200  
(metal oval plaques) 

$1,000 1. Application through the Museum of Arts
and History (MAH) for buildings with
historical and/or architectural significance

2. Review by MAH’s Historic Landmark
Committee

3. Letter of Authorization from MAH (with
approved plaque content)

8-12 plaques approved per year. MAH provides
the plaques at its annual ceremony during
historic preservation month (May).

• Construction Date
• Historical name
• Architectural style
• Builder/architect name, if known

1 Plaque pricing varies with associated metal market. 
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Santa Clara San Francisco San Diego 

Monterey Sacramento Cities in Santa Cruz County 
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