
ATTACHMENT 24 
Staff Recommended Additional Changes to DSP  

Page 3-22 
Direct staff: 
To administratively add language regarding the City’s Historic Context 
Statement and its relevance to the plan to Section 3.8 Historical Buildings 
and Heritage Resources.  

Page 4-2 
Revise 
Policy B-3.5 Improve the character of local streets with shade trees, wide 
sidewalks and public amenities, such as public seating, shade, and “smart city 
infrastructure” (i.e. wi-fi, charging stations, etc.) that support the land uses and 
functions of the street, where appropriate. 

Page 4-3 
Add 
Policy C-1.9 Encourage ample public and private bicycle parking facilities.    

Page 5-3 
Revise 
5.2.3. Maximum Development Standard and Community Benefits 
C. Community Benefits Program
A development agreement is required to memorialize the details and timeframe
for providing community benefits. Examples of community benefits include, but
are not limited to, the following.

 Affordable housing units;
 Contribution to a community benefit fund;
 Dedication of land for public improvements; and
 Additional public and/or shared parking.

Page 6-11 
 Add  

GG-D11. Encourage the inclusion of electric vehicle and mobility charging 
stations in downtown parking garages and surface parking lots and ensure they 
are accessible by the public.  

Page 6-10 
 Add 

GG-D12. Director of Community Development or decision body shall consider 
innovative parking design (based on accepted standards and guidelines such as 
Institute of Transportation Engineers or Urban Land Institute) including new 
technology and variations in parking structure design. 

Page 6-13 
Add after GG-F.2 and renumber subsequent policies 
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GG-FX. Maintain a recommended street tree list for the Downtown Specific Plan 
area. 

 
Page 6-19 
 Add after GG-G3. and renumber subsequent guidelines 

GG-GX.  Consider “scramble crosswalks” or other innovative pedestrian 
crossings where appropriate. 

 
Page 9-4 

Revise text 
Implementation Action 3D. Parking Management Study. As part of the 
implementation process of the Parking Study, conduct a parking management 
study to increase parking efficiency, which shall consider paid parking programs.  
 

Page 9-1 
Direct staff: 
To administratively add language to Section 9.2, “Specific Plan Implementation 
Actions” to include a brief description of the Climate Action Plan.  

 

Staff Clarifications and Corrections:  

Page 3-13 
Correction 
Correct mislabeled street names in graphic (to be provided in finished 
document). 

 
Page 5-1 

Revise (Revised Text is below) 
5.2.1 Downtown Land Use Types  
Eliminated density ranges and replaced with “up to” along with a clarification that 
Table 5-1 provides more detail (along with a new Appendix that provides 
number of residential units by parcel or by tract if commonly owned property is 
involved). 
 

Page 5-4 
Revise Figure (revised Figure is below) 
Figure 5-1 Land Use Plan  
o Eliminated Density ranges from the legend 

 
Page 5-5 

Revise Table (see complete revised table following this listing) 
Table 5-1 
o Text correction for Block 13 to state Office/Commercial 
o Updated acreage numbers for the blocks 
o Created individual rows for Blocks with more than one residential density (as 

shown on Figure 5.1 Land Use Plan). 
 
Appendix A: Add an appendix to demonstrate the number of dwelling units allowed on 
individual properties (see text following this listing) 
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5.1 Land Use and Development Intensities 
 Downtown Land Use Types 

The Downtown Specific Plan is designated as Transit Mixed Use on the General Plan Land Use Map. To 
implement this designation, the Specific Plan contains land use types to further refine the proposed land 
uses. The Specific Plan land use types are described below. The allowed residential density within Blocks in 
the Downtown Specific Plan area is defined by units per block on Table 5.1. Appendix A includes a listing 
of allowable housing units by parcel. 

Downtown Transit Center 

This land use type provides for the Downtown Sunnyvale Caltrain station and related patron service, 
loading, and parking areas. 

Commercial 

This land use type supports commercial and service uses, such as retail, restaurants, entertainment, and small 
offices. Residential uses are not allowed. Commercial designations are located around the Murphy Station 
Heritage Landmark District and along Sunnyvale Avenue east of the Heritage Landmark District. Lot coverages 
up to 100% may occur and typical building heights will be as indicated in Table 5-1.   

Downtown Mixed-Use 

This land use type promotes the integration of residential and commercial/office uses together on the same or 
adjacent sites. This category envisions commercial uses on the ground floor with higher-density residential and 
higher intensity office above. Residential densities are  as indicated in Table 5-1. Lot coverages up to 100% may 
occur along with maximum building heights up to eight-five feet in some locations. The areas designated for 
Downtown Mixed Use are in and around the Downtown Core. 

Office 

This land use type provides for higher intensity corporate, professional, and medical offices. Childcare, 
places of assembly, and support or accessory commercial uses and services are conditionally acceptable. 
Lot coverages of up to 100% may occur along with maximum building heights of between 30 and 100 feet. 
Residential uses are not allowed.  

Low Density Residential 

This land use type primarily preserves existing single-family neighborhoods located along neighborhood streets 
or residential collector streets. Within the Specific Plan, these areas help to provide transitions to adjacent single 
family neighborhoods. Residential densities for this land use type are up to 7 dwelling units per acre. This 
designation is similar to the Low Density Residential land use designation identified in the General Plan. 

Low-Medium Density Residential 

This land use type preserves existing small lot single-family, duplex, and smaller multifamily 
neighborhoods located along neighborhood streets or residential collector streets. Within the Specific 
Plan, these areas help to provide transitions to adjacent single family neighborhoods. Residential densities 
for this land use type range up to 14 dwelling units per acre and are further defined by Block on Table 5-1. 
This designation is similar to the Low-Medium Density Residential land use designation identified in the 
General Plan. 
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Medium Density Residential 

This land use type provides for transitional density to allow townhomes, apartments, and condominiums. 
Medium density neighborhoods and developments are appropriate along arterials and residential collector 
streets, and around the Downtown Core where it provides a higher density transition to adjacent single 
family neighborhoods. Residential densities for this land use type range up to 24 dwelling units per acre, 
and are further defined by Block on Table 5-1. This designation is similar to the Medium Density 
Residential land use designation identified in the General Plan. 

High Density Residential 

This land use type also provides for densities consistent with apartments or condominiums but at higher 
densities than the medium density designation. High density neighborhoods and developments are 
typically located along major roadways around the Downtown. Residential densities for this land use type 
range up to 36 dwelling units per acre and are further defined by Block on Table 5-1. This designation is 
similar to the High Density Residential land use designation identified in the General Plan. 

Downtown Very High Density Residential 

This land use type provides for densities consistent with large-scale apartments or condominiums 
intended for the Downtown Transit Mixed-Use area. The Very High Density Residential is primarily located 
along major roadways in the West of Mathilda District and Sunnyvale/Carroll District. Residential densities 
for this land use type range up to 58 dwelling units per acre and are further defined by Block on Table 5-1. 
Lot coverages of up to 100% may occur. 

Heritage District 

The Murphy Station Heritage Landmark District contains many of the historic commercial buildings in the 
Downtown. This district is combined with the commercial land use designation and contains primarily 
restaurant and entertainment uses in one- and two-story buildings. Residential uses may be considered 
above the ground floor. The District has its own unique design guidelines that are not included in the 
Downtown Specific Plan but are incorporated in the Specific Plan by this reference..  
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Table 5-1 Land Uses and Development Intensities [1] 
Block # Area 

Acres 
Downtown  

Land Use Types 
Residential 

Units per Block 
Max. Office  

Sq. Ft. 
Max. Commercial  

Sq. Ft. 
Max. Building 

Height 
Commercial Core District 

18  37.92 Downtown Mixed Use 817 709,000 642,000  75 ft. except 80 ft. 
for movie theater  

Subtotal 37.92  817 709,000  642,000   
North Washington District 

1 8.095.87 Office - 480,600 10,000 100 ft. 
1a 4.35 Downtown Mixed Use 407 - 41,000  85 ft. 
2 6.36 Commercial - 80,000 171,000 36 ft. 
21 2.35 Downtown Transit Center - - - 85 ft. 
22 1.46 Office and Commercial - 56,200  

 85 ft. 
Subtotal 22.6120.39  407 616,800 [2] 222,000   

Sunnyvale/Carroll District 
3 2.95 Commercial - - 62,000 50 ft. 

4 3.203.80 Downtown Very High 
Density Res. 

173160 
 

13 
- - 

40 ft. except  
30 ft. on Washington 

and McKinley  0.58 Medium Density Res. 
5 1.153 Downtown Very High 

Density Res. 46 - - 40 ft.  

6 
2.262.33 High Density Res. 11285 

 
27 

- - 
40 ft. except  

30 ft. on Washington 
and McKinley 1.16 Medium Density Res. 

7 3.325.92 Downtown Mixed Use 100 36,000 14,000 50 ft.  
23 5.335.27 High Density Res. 191 - - 50 ft. 

Subtotal 19.9523.14  622 36,000 76,000  
South of Iowa District 

8 1.14  Low-Medium Density Res. 15 - - 30 ft. 
8a 0.4557 Medium Density Res. 12 - - 30 ft. 
8b 1.60 Low Density Res. 12 - - 30 ft. 
9 1.77 Low-Medium Density Res. 20 - - 30 ft. 
9a 1.178 Low Density Res. 8 - - 30 ft. 
10 2.851.92 Low-Medium Density Res. 47 - - 30 ft. 
11 3.583.68 Low-Medium Density Res. 49 - - 30 ft. 
12 3.843.79 Low-Medium Density Res. 51 - - 30 ft. 
13 4.71 Office/Commercial - 

25 176,100  21,000  50 ft. 
2.1601 Low-Medium Density Res. 30 ft.  

20 1.561.49 High Density Res. 51 
- 16,400  -  40 ft. 

0.93 Office 30 ft. 
Subtotal 25.6222.6

5  290 192,500 21,000  

West of Mathilda District 
14 3.172.83 Downtown Very High 

Density Res. 173 - 10,000 30 ft. on Charles;  
50 ft. on Mathilda 

15 2.802 Downtown Very High 
Density Res. 152 - 10,000 30 ft. on Charles;  

50 ft. on Mathilda 
16 3.12 Downtown Very High 

Density Res. 173 - 10,000 30 ft. on Charles;  
50 ft. on Mathilda 

17 4.604.65 Low-Medium Density Res. 48 - - 30 ft. 
Subtotal 13.0471  546 - 30,000  
TOTAL 119.81117.5  2,682 1,554,300 991,000  

Note: 
[1] Refer to Section 5.2 for an explanation of the table and a description of the Downtown land uses and development options.  
[2] Total includes the commercial area for Block 22. 
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