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“Sunflower Sky” by Artist Michael Kalish 

Being on the forefront of large scale interactive public art, I have always been drawn to the experience as much as the design and 
fabrication – pushing the interaction between the viewer and the sculpture. 

With “Sunflower Sky,” my intention is to create a visually stimulating installation that will not only beautify the space, but seamlessly 
fit into the surrounding landscape as if it has grown from the ground to become part of the environment. Sculpted flowers, 
specifically Roses, have been part of my artistic vocabulary for over 25 years. This array of Sunflowers will be stacked and 
arranged on powder coated stems sprouting from the ground to create an interactive canopy of color. The details in the laser cut 
flowers will also create a secondary dynamic sculpture made from the shadows on the ground created by sunlight passing through 
the individual flowers. 

The installation will be located among the trees within a landscaped area, floating above the hardscape with benches, creating an 
oasis for residents, their families, and the public to spend time. The piece will be visually effective from the many perspectives at 
street level, as well as providing another viewing experience for the residents of Sunrise Senior Living from the rooms above. 

“Sunflower Sky” will be fabricated from intricately dozens of water jet cut aluminum parts and then treated with a military grade 
powder coating which I have used extensively to withstand extreme weather conditions. The piece will be low maintenance, 
requiring only a medium pressure washing as needed. The entire piece is assembled with mechanical fasteners rather than a 
welded construction, allowing for replacement or repair to any individual element in the event of a significant weather event. The 
overall scale of the piece is approximately 12’H X 17’W X 17’D.
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Rendering 3 
“Sunflower Sky” - upward view 
12’H x 17’W x 17’D



Rendering 4 
“Sunflower Sky” - downward view 
12’H x 17’W x 17’D





Related Work



   Image 1, “Floral Sky,” rendering 



   Image 2, “Floral Sky,” powder coated & laser cut aluminum and stainless steel 



   Image 3, “Floral Sky,” powder coated & laser cut aluminum and stainless steel 
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