
 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

X

Lam Winnie

Sunnyvale CA 94086

Yes
October 2020

4/22/2021

4/27/2021

S. Barajas
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2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

Winnie Lam

No

Yes

Attended April'21 meeting. Watched recordings of the last 4 meetings. 

1. Artist in Sunnyvale.  
- I am a technologist by day, and artist by night. As an artist, I created artwork for non profit organizations, including 
sculptures that were sold in charity auction fundraisers. Please see the Appendix. During the pandemic, I felt inspired to 
produce art to bring joy to the community. Over the last year, I launched 14 art displays that are accessible to the public, 
in the front yard of my house in downtown Sunnyvale. The response from residents has been tremendous, as evidenced 
by people frequently taking pictures with the artwork, signing the guest book and commenting on Instagram. I am 
honored that Mayor Larry Klein has visited many times and posted pictures on Facebook. 
 
2. Keen interest to partner with the City of Sunnyvale to bring art to the community. 
- Art has an incredible ability to connect people and transcend cultures. I would love to work with the City to strengthen 
existing art programs, and incorporate art into additional events as appropriate, such as the Holiday Tree Lighting 
ceremony and Halloween Pet Parade.

- ARTIST.  As an artist, my artwork has been featured on the New York Times, MSN.com, and Better Homes and Gardens 
magazine. The sculptures that I made for the non-profit Guide Dogs for the Blind were sold at fundraising auctions at the 
Ritz Carlton hotel. I made costumes for the non-profit World Wildlife Fund that drove awareness for their fundraisers, 
raising millions in donations each year.   
 
- MUSICIAN. As a musician, I have passed the Royal Conservatory of Music’s Level 10 exam, the highest level for non 
professionals. I have performed in community theater, choirs, and as a pianist at the El Camino Hospital in Mountain View 
and Hopkins Manor (seniors living facility in Palo Alto). 
 
- NON PROFIT COUNCIL MEMBER. As National Council member at World Wildlife Fund (WWF), a non profit with $250 
million in annual revenue, I co-founded the Global Coalition against Wildlife Trafficking Online with WWF’s leadership, and 
secured commitment from major tech companies in Silicon Valley to ban selling endangered animal products online.

1. Partner with the City of Sunnyvale’s staff, Arts Commission and City Council. 
The City of Sunnyvale’s staff, Arts Commission and City Council have years of experience in delivering public art 
programs to the community. My first step is to learn from them on what worked well and what didn’t.  
 
2. Channel input from Sunnyvale residents. 
Since launching the public art bench in the front yard of my house in Sunnyvale (see question #4), I have built a 
community of hundreds of people on social media, comprising mostly of Sunnyvale residents who visited the art bench. If 
appropriate, I would use social media to gather feedback about public art from the Sunnyvale community. 
 
3. Learn from Art Commissions in nearby communities. 
I would seek to learn from the Art Commissions in nearby cities, including Mountain View, Los Altos, Palo Alto and San 
Jose, on what worked well for them, and partner with City of Sunnyvale staff to evaluate what may be a fit for Sunnyvale.  
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

Winnie Lam

Bachelor of Science, Systems Design Engineering at the University of Waterloo in Canada. 
- Received Distinguished Alumni Award in 2019 "in recognition of an exemplary career, dedication to sustainability and 
service to community".   
 
Masters of Science, Energy Policy & Climate at The Johns Hopkins University.  
 
Boards and advisory councils experience: 
- World Wildlife Fund (international non profit). National Council member. June 2017 to Present. 
- Rainforest Connection (San Francisco based non profit). Board member. May 2020 to Present.  
- GAF Energy. Advisory Board member for one year term. Jan 2020 to Dec 2020. 
- Stanford University. Bits and Watts initiative of the Precourt Institute. Advisory Council member. Jan 2019 to Sep 2019. 
- Wildlife Conservation Society (non profit). Chair, Silicon Valley Advisory Council. Jan 2013 – Apr 2016.

I have been working at Google in Sunnyvale and Mountain View since 2004. During this time, I have held various 
leadership roles in product development, operations and environmental sustainability. I have received three Executive 
Management Awards and a Founder’s Award at Google.  
 
Currently, I manage a Technical Program Management team and run operations for a team of 300 people for the Google 
Assistant. Google Assistant is the product that responds when you ask questions to your Android phone, such as, “Hey 
Google, how’s the weather?” 

1. Approval and funding. Funding is available from the City’s public art fund, and the Parks renovation fund if applicable. 
In addition to residents, public art decisions in private development need to factor in the interests of private developers. 
 
2. Location of public art. The City has the ability to install art on public lands. In the case of El Camino Real, VTA and the 
County have jurisdiction over those areas.  
 
3. The team. I am impressed by the City staff, Arts Commissioners and Mayor Larry Klein’s commitment to public art. I 
admire City staff’s resilience and creativity in re-imagining how to deliver Hands on the Arts, so that it is safe under covid 
conditions. 
 
In terms of improvement suggestions for the City to consider, please see the response in the Supplemental 
Questionnaire.    

As described above in questions 5 and 7, I serve as a Board member and advisor at several non profits.  
 
As Board member of Rainforest Connection, a San Francisco based non profit with 50 employees whose mission is to 
use technology to prevent illegal deforestation, my role as Board member is to ensure that the organization delivers 
measurable impact against its mission. 
 
In addition to my formal board roles, I have also been involved with the local non profit Humane Society Silicon Valley for 
over 10 years. As an ambassador, I have recruited dozens of volunteers for special events, and ran annual fundraisers 
for them that raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 
 
Arts Commission:  
 
We are looking for someone who has 

• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts 
• Interest in the art programs of the City  
• Background in visual or performing arts 

 
1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 
 
2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air 
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winnie Lam

I applaud the City for increasing private developments' investment in art from 1% to 2%. The following are my ideas on 
art programs, which need to be put in context of the City's Public Art Master Plan efforts already under way. 
 
1. Adding permanent and temporary art at Plaza del Sol, and in the Redwood Plaza by Macy’s, given that they are 
popular destinations  Sunnyvale residents. 
2. Beautifying certain areas of Sunnyvale. This could involve adding art to the chain linked fences of the Borregas 
bridges that cross Highways 101 and 237. 
3. Encouraging the community to decorate holiday trees. This could be implemented similarly to Los Altos’ Trim a Tree 
program. We could encourage the Home Depot and Lowe’s stores in Sunnyvale to donate holiday trees. 
4. Encouraging the community to create environmental themed chalk art on Earth Day. Given the younger generation's 
passion about the environment, we could encourage kids and residents to draw chalk art on their sidewalks or city parks. 
People can share pictures of their chalk art on social media, and create an interactive map of chalk art locations. 
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Appendix: Winnie Lam’s artwork

Examples of displays at the art bench in downtown Sunnyvale

Olaf the snowman making smores. Summer 2020.
Saying “Hello” during the early days of the covid lockdown in a safe, socially distant way.

Hot air balloon. Valentine’s Day 2021.
The hot air balloon was made with hundreds of holiday ornaments, donated by Sunnyvale
residents.
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

 Casilda de Benito

Electronic engineering at Simon Bolivar University, M.S. and Ph.D. in engineering at Case Western Reserve University, 
MBA at Lawrence Technological University. I'm taking drawing classes with FUHSD and the Sunnyvale Senior Center.

Formerly an engineering executive in the automotive industry. I volunteer in the community. 

I'm a mmber of the management team of the Sunnyvale Tennis Club, serving as its Treasurer and Interclubs Chair. 
I participate in USTA teams and often captain teams leading them to championship events.
I served in most Santa Clara County elections as Election Worker Lead. 
I volunteer in the TaxAide program of the AARP Foundation as a tax preparer. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 
 
Arts Commission:  
 
We are looking for someone who has 

• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts 
• Interest in the art programs of the City  
• Background in visual or performing arts 

 
1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 
 
2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air 
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Casilda de Benito

a) The City should continue to sponsor opportunities for the community to enjoy the arts with exhibits, plays, concerts and 
readings;
b) Teach community members how to appreciate all expressions of art, possibly by partnering with local colleges, 
universities and other education organizations;
c) Facilitate events for people to experience the creation of art, including public workshops and hands-on events 
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X

Ramos Lucie E

Sunnyvale CA 94087

Yes
November 2020

3/25/2021

4/8/2021

MH
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Ramos, Lucie E
No

No

I have been a glass artist for over ten years. The Covid stay at home time has allowed me to expand my artistic practice 
and interests. I am looking for opportunities to contribute to my community, leveraging my artistic passion, and to also 
encourage others to experience art. 

I am a Board Member at the Bay Area Glass Institute, and also an active member of the Sunnyvale Community Services 
Auxiliary (focused on crafts for sale to profit SCS). I believe there are beneficial synergies for me (and possibly others) in m
 becoming a member of the Arts Commission.

I have over 30 years experience in Operations Leadership (high tech) and people management. 
I am an artist. I appreciate diversity in people and art. I excel at planning and influencing outcomes. 
I am a quick learner, and a lifelong learner, so I thrive when presented with new challenges, and stick with things until they
 are completed.

1) Understand the scope of the Art Commission's responsibility and areas of influence (budget? funding sources?)
2) Look at past decisions and history (difficult or easy, why?)
3) Review a list of open questions/where guidance is needed to City Council. Expected timing (urgency?).
4) Meet the other Commission members to explore the above questions.
5) Suggest where I can contribute and validate with other Art Commission members.
6) Make it happen.
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Ramos, Lucie E

BS, Mechanical Engineering and MS, Systems Engineering provided me with an explorer's interest, strong curiousity and 
willingness to try new things. I am afraid of very few things.

As I mentioned, many years of business operations program management and people leadership. Good at planning and 
influencing outcomes. Former Cisco (business operations leadership, people and program management, 20 yrs.), 
Quantum (disk drive manufacturing engineering and program management, 7 yrs.), General Motors (engineering program 
management, 5 years).

I have always enjoyed design and build. I create glass art, and really enjoy building my own tools to support my artistic 
practice. Much of my art is donated or given away as gifts. I love sharing my passion and my beautiful creations.

My last occupation was as a Business Operations Leader at Cisco. My primary responsibility was in planning and 
implementing new processes and systems to increase revenue. At times I had direct reports (a team I managed) and other
 times I was an individual contributor. In both cases, I focused on building relationships, understanding what was required 
to be successful (personal and business), understanding the constraints, and then executing. Keeping the team and 
leadership informed on progress, working through difficult spots, are all part of my hands-on, communicate often approach.

I have not attended a City Council meeting for many years. My recollection, and also through my membership in the 
Sunnyvale Community Services Auxiliary,reminds me that we have a highly diverse community/city. I appreciate this as a 
benefit, and try to understand the perspectives before making a decision.

Do the Boards and Commissions and/or City Council have a sufficient level of diversity? input and/or representation?
How do we do this? Is there a plan? (I ask, because as a Board Member of Bay Area Glass Institute, we are trying some 
new things to increase diversity ... and it is a challenge. Absolutely necessary!)

I am a Board Member at the Bay Area Glass Institute (BAGI) in San Jose. I provide guidance on operational 
improvements, assist in grant writing and provide G Mail assistance.

I am an active member of the Sunnyvale Community Services (SCS) Auxiliary. We focus on creating hand crafted items 
for sale to benefit SCS. Currently, I am very active in reducing our operational expenses. In the past we accepted 
donations of raw craft materials and also treasures (think Grandma's glass candy dish), which is driving a LARGE offsite 
storage expense (10x10, 6 feet high). We are sorting the items in storage, and donating what we will not use. Our crafty 
members are being asked to make items and store them at home until we can resume sales. Difficult, change is necessary.
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Ramos, Lucie E

This is difficult for me to answer because Covid has dampened so much activity. 
Following the lead of other arts organizations, identify and leverage some best practices.
Publish an "Experience Art in Sunnyvale" ... with a guide to art and some testimonials.
Combine more than one activity in the guide ... bike ride and art, dog walk and art, etc.

Ra
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Reasons I wish to be reappointed: 
 

Additional Information: 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICES – READ BEFORE SIGNING:  
All information provided on this request for reappointment becomes a public record after it is officially filed. This document 
will be published to the City website with the interview materials. Personal contact information will be redacted. 

Applicants re-appointed to the Planning Commission, Arts Commission, Board of Building Code Appeals, 
Heritage Preservation Commission and Housing and Human Services Commission will continue to be required to 
electronically file the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700), which is 
a public record. A copy of this form is available in the Office of the City Clerk or by visiting www.fppc.ca.gov 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Sunnyvale will make reasonable efforts to 
accommodate persons with qualified disabilities during the boards and commission interview process. Should you 
require special accommodations, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at 408-730-7483 at least five days in 
advance of your scheduled interview. 

I certify under penalty of perjury that all statements I have made on this request for reappointment are true and correct. I 
hereby authorize the City of Sunnyvale to investigate the accuracy of this information from any person or organization, and 
I release the City of Sunnyvale and all persons and organizations from all claims and liabilities arising from such 
investigation or the supplying of information for such investigation. I acknowledge that any false statement or 
misrepresentation on this request for reappointment or supplementary materials will be cause for refusal of appointment or 
immediate dismissal at any time during the period of my appointment. 

Your request for reappointment is not complete until it is signed and submitted to the Office of the City Clerk. 

Signature of Applicant Date 
Applying your digital signature locks the information you entered on this request for reappointment, 

preventing further edits. 

Please return to: Office of the City Clerk, 603 All America Way, P.O. Box 3707, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3707 or 
email to cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Working from home since pandemic, I have more flexibility in schedule my volunteer works.

None

4-10-2021

YONGHONG SHEN
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

5

1
2
3

Riviere Leesa M

 Sunnvale CA 94085

Yes
November 2020

4

4/30/2021

5/3/2021

S. Barajas
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Applicant Name_  Leesa M. Riviere, M.Ed, I_________ 

Page 2 of 15 

2.  Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  ______ 
 
If yes, which one? Teen Advisory Committee (President) Term currently serving   

 Parks and Recreation Term previously served 2006-2010 

    
3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or 
commission for which you are applying?  
 
If yes, how many meetings have you attended?  
 
NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 
 
4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission? 
As a lifelong Sunnyvale resident for nearly 30 years, and first generation doctoral student in organizational development and 
change with a concentration on media, technology and innovation, education consultant, and researcher, I am greatly 
motivated and interested in applying to the board and commissions including Housing and  Human Services, Parks and 
Recreation, Personnel, Planning Board and Library Trustees, due to my commitment dedication to serving the community as 
a lifelong learner.  Ideals and values motivating my interest to apply include the goal of more deeply understanding, and 
positively contributing to collectively  bridging opportunities towards  centering citizens voices, and needs reflected as 
members the community and holistically thriving towards full their potential, with a collective responsibility as citizens and 
leaders in caring for our community.  

 

Encompassing the orchards of Silicon Valley history, remembering standing outside the Sunnyvale Heritage Park museum 
among the exhibits,  depicting  culture of  community realizing the depth and integral history of our Sunnyvale community,  to 
the generations of Sunnyvale volunteering with my family as residents of over 40 years, I am grateful for the opportunity to 
apply for consideration and would greatly value the privilege and honor to contribute to the conversation of leaders and 
citizens shaping the polices and best practices ensuring equity, inclusion and our ideal mission and vision of service . From 
attending local school growing up in Sunnyvale School District fostering my love of learning and dedication to the field of 
education and profession of thriving learning communities , driving past the Libby Water Tower to the Public Library statue 
greeting readers, to Sunnyvale community services, and hundreds of hours of community service as a Summer Teen 
Volunteer of the Year, Teen Advisory Committee President, Human Resources Intern and my first job as a Sunnyvale Youth 
Basketball League Referee for Parks and Recreation, all are experiences motivating me to apply continuing towards  serving 
one of the most populated  and safest Bay Area Cities and overall,  within a center of technology and innovation in the heart 
of Silicon Valley , as I deeply value the history, culture and inspiring of the Sunnyvale community I cherish and call home. 

 
 
5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission? 
 

Engaging in the community with over 10 years in the field of education with a privilege of serving learning and overall 
communities in various capacities I feel at home we're learning in the gathering of knowledge takes place. Experience 
includes as a education consultant researcher and first generation graduate and doctoral student in organizational 
development and change the concentration of media technology and innovation the foundation as a social scientist and 
sociologist with a concentration in organization and inequalities and minor in Science, Technology, and Society with and 
emphasis in Information Technology, for undergraduate study (Santa Clara University B.S) , and the first in my family to 
complete graduate education with masters degrees in educational leader ship (M. Ed Santa Clara University)  and human 
development (MA Fielding). Integrating technology into learning processes in education I have always been interested in how 
technology shapes learning and how learning shapes technology in and outside of the classroom as a lifelong learners.  
 
Contributing and approaching the skills and attributes with this guy practitioner approach I would Bring as a unique lens and 
perspective to the board and/or commission, through utilizing the foundation of understanding and identifying the needs of 
diverse communities equitably and inclusively are among my key goals interacting with various stakeholders of faculty stamp 
students families invert institutions and organizations, good night expensive an in-depth experience and graduate studies of 
education leader ship training human and organizational development as well as involvement in various hiring and paying 
processes for administrative and community learning leaders such as chief diversity officer's Provost and service ensuring 
actionable outcomes reflects needs possibly benefiting communities.  
 

Page 52 of 123 | Attachment 3



Applicant Name_  Leesa M. Riviere, M.Ed, I_________ 

Page 3 of 15 

Understanding and researching qualitative narrative approaches in the stories, factors, and aspects impacting individuals and 
communities to the quantitative data informing decisions and policies are my areas of specialization to my profession and 
studies as a researcher including goals of highlighting the needs of underserved and underrepresented communities and 
populations. Researching banana such as access to technology and the digital divide among students and learning 
communities are among my interest in addition to demographic social cultural and social economic status is impacting 
individuals and communities and micro and macro level three systems frameworks just reflecting and meeting the needs of 
all.  
 
Bridge building towards limitless opportunities for underserved and resources and overall communities adopting a growth 
mindset and ecological systems theory support from individuals policies best practices in 21st Century classroom Orozco Key 
aspects of focus areas of my previous experience and specializations.  
 
Advocating and leading in providing, collaborating and co-creating  knowledge and resources supporting students, faculty and 
staff  and organizations to community members and families are also a part of my core focus areas, involving being a guest 
speaker for a wide range of communities including developing and facilitating various workshops and  presentations including 
on becoming and "upstander" in contrast to bystanders with the lens of Diversity Equity and Inclusion, incorporating micro 
inclusion and sense of belonging embracing centering voices heard across populations, and ensuring equable and inclusive 
approaches to diverse communities, through my continuous service, including as the appointed chair of the Santa Clara 
University Provost Inclusive Excellence Council, President of the Sociological Student Association,  Student Day at the 
Capital representative selected as one of three students to travel to Sacramento advocating for Cal Grant funding access to 
state representatives and University Regents , selected for the Residential Learning Community Association (RLCA) Campus 
Housing Staff and event planning, and member of the President's Advisory Inclusion Council and Building Inclusion 
collaborative at Fielding Graduate University in my doctoral program also as a student governance member of the student 
affairs committee, experience reports,  and Santa Clara County Alliance of Black Educators (SCCABE) Family Parent Circles. 
 
Contributing and shaping my approach and serving the community aligns with my family service and values within the 
Sunnyvale community and opportunities, to engage intergenerational he in my profession personally academically and 
beyond and supporting and leading students across and ranges from K12 undergraduate and graduate adult learners in your 
lifelong learning journeys in my various roles from graduate undergraduate and graduate of Mission and student services, 
human resources, and human development. I greatly enjoy interacting with and supporting research needs of the committees 
including is a co leading my cohort of doctoral cohort of students facilitating meeting meetings including a new student 
orientation will come along with recruitment processes of  Provost, President and Chief Diversity Officers with faculty and 
staff.  
 
Enriching and collectively representing on various boards and supporting diverse communities at my Alma mater and today , 
as a staff member for  over six years at Santa Clara University advocating for student needs collaborating with Deans , 
administrative leaders and stakeholders  across the universities from Engineering to Arts and Sciences, Business, Law and 
School of Psychology. In addition, my experiences in local community college as a dual enrollment student graduating early 
from undergraduate studies  in three years due to academic transferable credit earned as a high school student at De Anza 
College, and being admitted with distinction as a undergraduate Dean's Scholar, and graduate Provost Achievement Award 
Scholarship Funding, for my doctoral program and contributions to the profession and field, leads to my goal of giving back to 
communities ensuring opportunities along path to resources and student success in learning communities and overall.  
 
Leading, valuing voices of citizens and stakeholders across foundations , and entrusting in giving and contributing towards as 
sense of collective responsibility define my commitment and dedication to city residents intergenerationally, from my years 
growing up in Sunnyvale leading to the formation of goals,  for my previous and current project such as , calculate an 
allocated over $1 million budget for scholarships and grants for graduate school of education teaching students and 
candidates in recruiting teachers and clinical psychologist percent controversy mission, sociology department research in 
funding VTA transportation access for the homeless community with surveys contributing to expanding $1.2 million grant 
program along with the department chairs, the guiding students and understanding applying to college as an admission 
counselor in a process involving over 14,000 applications. I greatly enjoy the opportunity of interacting and engaging locally 
nationally and internationally as a presenter and researcher currently has a doctoral student this past year for various 
organizations including the international leader ship association, society for planet apology, and national Institute of staff and 
organizational development with over 200 session attendees  with over 7,000 online an in person attendees, in addition to  
and reviewing national and international proposals for selected as a member of the Emerging Scholars Research Consortium, 
and communities across states such as a judge for the main ideas challenge for the state of Maine raise consulting projects 
as colleagues in Massachusetts and East Coast and supporting students and clients in Texas, a guest speaker in various 
courses across the east coast and locally, collaborating with our Pacific Northwest student cohorts  and national labs with 
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students along with scholars in Asia and Norway, national y and globally across age ranges and interculturally  leveraging  
technology for great access to resources and support, with my dissertation focus on Social Emotional Learning and Leading I 
cultivating community effective program resources, for retention and success.   
 
Serving overall with the servant leadership model approach of identifying and best  meeting the  needs center in the voice of 
citizens, involves joy in learning with and from others I supporting the alumni board of directors various initiatives in 
interdisciplinary programs as well as a new student welcome and Day of giving the fundraising ambassador percent of their 
university continuing videos of being co-creators of knowledge and progress, and positives solution-oriented change.  
 
Presenting recently on the process of creating a collaborative community action plans for international conferences and 
completing research studies approved by the institutional review board on the ethics of understanding student experience is 
transitioning into post secondary and higher education including a demographics study, quantitative approach utilizing the 
2020 US census data for populations among various cities music fascination and Cooper in the narrative approach of stories 
of individuals and experiences all shape and inform my approach and potential contributions and anticipating policies 
progress and community impact.  
 
Exploring factors for determining in shaping prioritizing communities and best practices and data informed decisions among 
residents and local national and global communities which led to out 2021  award winning research project and team for the 
School of Leadership Studies in our Human and Organizational Development Program, on World economic Forum Annual 
Gender Gap Report, across 5-10 years, with data ranking gender equity among over 140 different nations and countries with 
quantitative and qualitative data points across sectors from education, economics leader ship/policy and local family 
community with the foundation of the  United Nations Social Development Goals of gender equity while ,  integrating QR 
code/VR technology  as an interactive poster project incorporating interactive voting polls with live results and location 
mapping.  
 
Navigating as a bridge builder my foundation and concentration towards a humanistic approach to building community and 
approaching procedures effectively and positively impacting the community, with resilience in address concerns as next steps 
into the future of a continuously thriving Sunnyvale community for all. 
 
 
6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the 
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or 
commission role?   
 

Committing holistically to understanding the needs of Sunnyvale local communities with a scholar practitioner  approach and 
lifelong learning as an educator researcher in social scientist my love of learning was first cultivated in Sunnyvale schools, 
feeling at home where learning takes places, and be honored for  privilege  with a from Sunnyvale Board and Committee 
Member expertise and insights, from bridging opportunity and achievement gaps along with access to technology and the 
digital divide in schools to resources such as our local library's and family community services overall. For example,  holding 
community town halls and open forums, with guest speaker and panels including member of the community across sectors, 
surveying online themes most significantly impacting priorities (option for anonymously collecting and concerns etc.) ,  
including online for accessibility, would be helpful form and providing an advising city Council on policy issues within the scope 
of the boards and commissions effectively exercising the rules relating to identifying committee needs.  
 
As an education consultant researcher and award winning team with qualitative  and quantitative data research and review 
projects locally, nationally, internationally as a guest speaker providing support for K-12 undergraduate and graduate and adult 
learners cross age ranges I would be glad to contribute to further understanding the needs of the Sunnyvale residence and 
community members toward services best practices and approaches for collectively thriving community.  
 
In addition hosting, interactive workshops online including through the current library newsletter for registration and US Census 
information utilizing how to anticipate the impact of current circumstances on families and communities (such as the recent 
annual building permit release from the US Census) in relating to the Sunnyvale resident populations, surveying gin asking 
what type of workshops and resources would be most helpful through an online survey (I have conducted and through 
framework in previous experience), proactively  addressing the most prominent concerns of communities.  
 
Currently an overall supporting the housing and food security of many residents as a priority in access to education technology 
for all students I'll be glad to support the board and committee initiatives and efforts along with students and families and 
communities towards supporting school and overall nonprofit partnerships among the city thorough efforts in  relationship and 
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capacity building. 
 
 
7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to 
effectively serve on this board or commission.  
 

Leesa Riviere, M.Ed, MA 
Doctoral Student, PhD in Organizational Development and Change 
Concentration in Media, Technology, and Innovation  
Inclusion Council Member I Building Inclusion Collaborative 
Fielding Graduate University, School of Leadership Studies 
Graduate Assistant I HOD Student Governance Member 
L. Riviere- LinkedIn I  -ResearchGate  
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leesariviere/ 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Leesa-Riviere  - Resarch Profile  
 
https://prezi.com/view/mOWZlXAaDoE8WLOutdwA/  - Interactive CV Resume 
 
Fielding Graduate University 
Master of Arts - MA, Human Development · (2017 - 2018) 
Santa Clara University 
Master’s Degree, Educational Leadership and Administration · (2014 - June2016) 
 
Santa Clara University -  
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), Sociology I Science, Technology and SocietyMinor (Information Technology) · (2010 - 2013) 
 

 

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation. 
 

Total Duration5 yrs 1 mo 
  • TitleDirector/Founder/Consulting/Principal, Educational Academic Support Specialist 
Self-employed 
Dates EmployedSep 2018 – Present 
Employment Duration2 yrs 8 mos 
• Supporting the academic development of K-12 students through curriculum development and assessment 
• Providing tutoring based support in a wide range of various subjects including Math, Algebra, Science, Biology, English, 
Spelling/Grammar, Writing, humanities, social emotional learning, organization, study skills, college admission preparation and 
various additional academic areas 
• Leading and engaging students through various activities and comprehensive academic program developed and 
personalized/individualized according to student strengths and learning preferences 
• Providing in depth experience and expertise in identifying and leveraging student strengths towards motivation, skill building 
and an encouraging and positive environment towards fostering student learning, resilience , self efficacy and success 
• Guiding and supporting a dynamic and engaging learning process towards award winning academic goals and achievement 
in outside of the classroom 
• Creating and conducting bi weekly and monthly reports on student strengths progress, growth areas and recommendations 
• Contributing to student learning, preparation in achieving college readiness and goals with engaging and involving 
encouraging family and parent communication and support incorporated with student choice and self-efficacy towards 
success…see more 
  • TitleIndependent Research Consultant-Founder/Principal 
Dates Employed2018 – Present 
Employment Duration3 yrs 
• Managing and overseeing of data and timeline of various projects 
• Researching trends and patterns of use in differing technologies, communities, and education 
• Developing written and data visualization report including charts of findings and recommendations 
• Collaboration on the development of co-leader and facilitation program manual and mentorship guides, and report on 
recommendation for logistical technologies consulting of projects involving Departments of Public Health 
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• Analyzing trends, key features of wide range of technologies including software based applications, 
• Conducting assessment and evaluating results of significant findings toward reporting and program development 
• Maintaining preparing d revision design of evaluation and contents for report materials 
• Communicating knowledge effectively and efficiently in conveying complex results and statistical concepts for including 
educational institutions, K-12 education based programs and overall technology based trends 
• Creating and conducting qualitative and quantitative data and surveys, assessing various tools and resources for outreach 
support including innovative video, media and data visualization platforms…see more 
 
 
9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what 
improvements you would suggest the City consider. 
 
A 21-0024 Cultural Inclusion Study and Plan B 21-0485 Economic Development Strategy 
  
 Learning recently from attending the meeting city Council commission about the initiatives and the cultural inclusion study and 
plan and the economic development strategy, in addition to various hosing initiatives ,  I would suggest consideration of areas 
of a specific committee or experts both from local schools colleges and universities and community members and families to 
voice experiences and cultural inclusion within the Sunnyvale community ( including a youth council for k12) to  ensure 
alignment with national best practices , benchmarks and defining of diversity and inclusion collectively within a community 
based process.  
 (A 21-0024 Cultural Inclusion Study and Plan B 21-0485 Economic Development Strategy) 
  
 In addition a partnership with local Technology organization towards universal Internet access for the city and or county as well 
as one to one device support and providing access to tablets laptops in our chrome books for K to 12 students, collaborating 
with leaders and educators and family/members of the community towards bridging the Digital Divine excess for many learning 
and working from home.  
  
Imagining a future in which families benefit from the support as my family has from Sunnyvale community services would be 
ideal in times of need for many Sunnyvale residents, including ease of access and out reach through continued committee 
newsletters supports and surveys as well while anticipating potential future needs an impact through demographics data and 
direct advocacy reflecting community needs and support.   
 
 
10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations. 
 

  • NISOD- Nat. Staff and Organizational Development International Conference Presenter 2021  
ILA - International Leadership Association Conference Presenter 2020 
SFAA- Society for Applied Anthropology -International Conference Presenter 2021 
Main Ideas Challenge Judge 2021  
Guest Speaker - Sta. Clara County Alliance for Black Educators, Berkeley College - Education and Organizations 
 
President's Advisory Inclusion Council - Fielding Graduate University  
 
TitleDirector-Educator/Teacher-Non-Profit Programs 
Dates Employed2017 – 2018 
Employment Duration1 yr 
Leading and supervising staff team and school site program with over 90 students K-5, in managing daily operations, and 
logistics including daily attendance, communication with parents, school administration and community. Research and 
management of curriculum, nutrition, and budgeting for program activities and monthly newsletter. 
 
Managing of administrative of records and data ensuring efficiency of all enrollment and contact information on file update to 
date. 
 
Leading recruitment and marketing for staff team and newly enrolled program members and students. Leading collaborative 
team meetings and ensuring encouraging, nurturing, safe and inclusive environment for all staff team, and students. 
 
Directing and incorporating innovative technology, STEM, creative literacy and various program curriculum elements for 
academic, artistic and global learning, healthy choices, youth development and social responsibility as citizens and future 
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leaders towards cultivating student skills, opportunities and resources towards their full potential.…see more 
  • TitleCampaign Director-Community Outreach -California 2016 
Dates EmployedApr 2016 – 2017 
Employment Duration1 yr 
LocationSanta Clara, CA 
-Contributing lead communication distribution of local CA district/county areas to community campaign volunteers and intern 
teams for phone bank and canvass. 
 
-Leading training for new incoming volunteers and interns on completion of data collection towards managing data integrity for 
campaign outreach and voter registration database network system 
 
-Facilitating staff management and recruitment as lead in training all new phone bank team captains and interns on team 
outreach and contacts for voter database registration system, towards outreach of community support, campaign goals and 
legislation including education initiatives 
 
-Collaborating and communicating updates with campaign staff Regional Field Director and Campaign Manager Leaders on 
weekly communication newsletter, state wide team conference calls recruitment and community events 
 
-Overseeing public relations communications and creating training documentation and reference guides for a phone bank 
community outreach leads, volunteers and interns 
 
-Utilizing new technologies, various communication and outreach techniques engaging a diverse range of voters and 
demographic population 
 
-Providing integral feedback on team logistics, and advocate for community concerns to campaign regional directors on 
continuous growth areas in best representing and serving the diverse interests and needs of Californians locally and 
nationallysee less 
   
  Graduate Teaching Assistant 
Company Name 
Fielding Graduate University 
Dates Employed2018 – Present 
Employment Duration3 yrs 
• Supporting faculty leads, in providing guidance and serving as Graduate Teaching Assistant for HOD 802 Foundations and 
New Student Orientation Facilitator/Presenter/Panelist 
• Courses including facilitating, and moderating student conversation groups via Online Hybrid Courses (Zoom), towards HOD 
805 Organizational Development materials and reflection, as requested by faculty 
• Providing in depth feedback and support towards the learning and development of incoming and new graduate students 
• Utilizing, and analyzing various relevant academic sources, insights and interests in providing student support and resources 
through technology and learning communities, towards further developing dissertation proposal 
• Engaging in leading research, integrating Media, Technology, Innovation concentration focus on technology resources for 
student learningsee less 
  
  Classroom Assistant/ Intern -Reading Partners - Sunnyvale School District 
Company Name 
Reading Partners 
Dates Employed2017 – 2018 
Employment Duration1 yr 
• Supporting Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID) College Readiness Program as an AVID Alumni 
• Guiding students in reading, math, and numerical proficiency on various subjects for curriculum standards 
• Teaching and adapting curriculum for student literacy levels emerging, beginning, comprehension readers 
• Collaborating with site coordinators, students, teachers and after school staff on scheduling of tutoring sessions 
• Engaging and empowering students of various ages through reading materials and research based curriculum toward their 
full potential 
• Providing individualized reading literacy support through curriculum lessons increasing rate of learning towards success 
reading at grade level and beyond in mastering foundational literacy skills 
• Supporting non-profit program towards measurable increases in individual and school-wide reading progress serving nearly 
9,000 students across the nation with over 12,000 volunteers 
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 ○ Student Governance Member - Student Affairs, Faculty and Personnel Committee 
Company NameFielding Graduate University 
Dates volunteered2019 – Present 
  
Volunteer duration2 yrs 
CauseEducation 
•   
 
President's Advisory Inclusion Council -Member - Building Inclusion Collaborative 
Company NameFielding Graduate University 
Dates volunteeredJun 2018 – Present 
  
Volunteer duration2 yrs 11 mos 
CauseEducation 
Chief Diversity Officer Search Committee -2019 
Provost Search Committee -2019 
Student Experience Workgroup Team 
Organizational Development Workgroup Team 
•   
 
Co-Lead- Regional Student Cluster Connect Group- SF Bay Area 
Company NameFielding Graduate University 
Dates volunteered2017 – Present 
  
Volunteer duration4 yrs 
•   
 
Chair -Provost's Inclusive Excellence Council Chair-Student Advisory Committee 
Company NameSanta Clara University 
Dates volunteered2011 – 2013 
  
Volunteer duration2 yrs 
•   
 
University Representative-AICCU Student Day at the Capitol 2012 
Company NameSanta Clara University 
Dates volunteeredApr 2012 – Present 
  
Volunteer duration9 yrs 1 mo 
CauseEducation 
Selected as one of three students to travel to State Capitol to represent University on behalf of advocating for student funding 
in higher education, meeting with California State legislators and members of the Congress, Senate and State Assembly. 
•   
 
Stanford DARE Doctoral Fellowship Program Panelist Santa Clara Univ Campus Academic Student Life 
Company NameSanta Clara University 
Dates volunteeredFeb 2013 – Present 
  
Volunteer duration8 yrs 3 mos 
CauseEducation 
Selected as student life panelist representative by Provost of Academic Life Affairs for Stanford doctoral program candidates, 
as aspiring professors and faculty on providing perspectives of the academic and campus setting at Santa Clara University. 
 
One of four seniors describing our choice to attend SCU, overall experiences, leadership roles and research opportunities 
enhancing/contributing to our experience, interaction with faculty, and advice for new faculty members. 
•   
 
Member of Recruitment Interviewing process-Santa Clara University Candidates Provost and Directors 
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Company NameSanta Clara University 
▪ Selected to participate in the recruitment interviewing process -University candidates for Provost of Diversity and Inclusion 
and Program Director 
•   
 
Student Assistant 
Company NameInternational Leadership Association 
CauseEducation 
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Board of Building Code Appeals 
 
We are looking for someone who has experience in building construction matters 

 
3. What do you think can be done to assure that the City of Sunnyvale building development standards are consistently 
applied? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board of Library Trustees 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in Library-related issues 
 
4. Community demographics and technology are constantly changing. What do you think are the principal issues the 
Sunnyvale Public Library may be addressing over the next few years? 
 
Exploring and understanding community different demographics graphics and technology changes and trends such as the 
population changes in trans from the overall 2020 US census indicating the advent of a "sandwich generation" of younger 
millennial parents caring for both elder individuals such as parents and their younger children would indicate a need for 
familial support and education and she supported by Centerville Public library. Considering principal concerns library may 
dress over the next few years may include familiar education on various resources from Sunnyvale committee services and 
universal broadband Internet access as well as digital an academic literacy in terms of supporting learning in and outside of 
the classroom for students parents and educators and families partnering towards a thriving learning community of success. 
Continuing online workshops do your newsletters for continued access and serving the community on which workshops they 
believe will be most helpful towards your current circumstances would also sent her the voices of citizens in highlighting the 
most significant needs of the community, incorporating interactive voting polls and resources. 
 
 
Heritage Preservation Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in the preservation of historic resources 
 
5. What historical features or structures in our community do you think are at risk? What course can the City take to 
preserve them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See next page for Supplemental Question No. 6 pertaining to the Heritage Preservation Commission. 
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Applicant Name_  Leesa M. Riviere, M.Ed, I_________ 

Page 13 of 15 

6. What factors would influence your recommendation to preserve a particular building or site? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Housing and Human Services Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has demonstrated interest in housing and human services issues 
 
7. Evaluate the quality and adequacy of the housing programs that serve the Sunnyvale community. 
 
. The foundation and services available in terms of human organizational development and affordability of housing resources 
related to the section 8 eligible individuals in the Sunnyvale community is currently helpful and expanding the accessibility 
towards application of programs for housing employment and food security would increase the growth areas of quality in 
adequacy of the housing program serving Sunnyvale community currently. Providing more online-based resources and 
support highlighting the access of section 8 and or EBT and medical-based services in connection to housing programs and 
individuals in need as any residents may also be helpful.  
I would be glad to contribute to these initiatives with my foundation in human organizational development and resources . 
 
 
8. Evaluate the quality and availability of the human services programs that serve the Sunnyvale community. 
 
Evaluating the Community  services program from the donation of toys to the food pantry for my experience as a volunteer 
teen advisory committee member has proven to be both helpful and overall robust for the community quality and availability 
over and increasing and highlighting online access and/or approaches with partnerships of local apps and or mobile base 
technologies to expand the reach of the committee services may potentially be helpful for future consideration. 
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Page 15 of 15 

Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
Prioritizing land-use potentially for housing in overall serving the community to determine a citizen center-based needs 
approach and evaluating aligning with overall budgetary and community-based needs would potentially be a helpful approach 
to limited land development and procedures. 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
Considering social economic and social cultural resources in factors impacting environment individuals in the community 
achieving a balanced approach and serving advocating ensuring policies in Best practices reflect community needs and 
priorities will be an ideal approach to the overall balance and reviewing the proposals perhaps with a blind review process 
removing names and indicator-based information. 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence    
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:    

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

1

2

X

X

X

BONNE Ulrich A

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

 

✔

✔

✔

✔

Yes
November 2020

4/30/2021

4/30/2021

S. Barajas

Page 79 of 123 | Attachment 3



Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 2 of 9 

2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

I have attended only City Council meetings, and special 
presentations, e.g. a guest speaker addressed heat pumps 
for residential hot water / heating.

ULRICH BONNE

No

No

I am very interested in energy efficiency, space use, open space preservation, traffic management, air & water pollution, 
and how civilization affects these areas of the natural environment. I also pay attention to the quality of interactions 
between humans and between humans and the natural world. 
 
I am a dediciated bicycle commuter, having ridden my bicycle from Sunnyvale to work in Sunnyvale, Santa Clara, Mtn 
View, San Jose, and Fremont for the past 20 years. My current bicycle commute is to the Bowers & Central area. 
In additon, I have always accompanied my kids on bicycle to school at Cumberland Elementary, either towing them in a 
bike trailer, or biking alongside them.

Highly analytical mind; an understanding of physics & engineering; deep experience in bicycling all over Sunnyvale and the 
surrounding communities. A very curious and open-minded nature, with a willingness to consider ideas “outside the box.” 
Experience with planning, obtaining approval for, and building my own house addition. This introduced me to some of the 
city’s departments and personnel.

I would thoroughly research the topics that come before the commission so that a detailed and thorough report can be 
presented to the City Council. Without complete information and accurate reporting, a good decision is nearly imppossible 
to achieve.
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

ULRICH BONNE

B.A. Physics, Cornell University 
M.S. Physics, Univ. of Minnesota 
2 yrs studying Physics & Physical Chemistry at Universität Freiburg, Germany 
16 yrs combined experience in Semiconductor & Solar Photovoltaic engineering industries in Silicon Valley  
Raising 4 kids in Sunnyvale

Mechanical engineering at Apple.

Quality of input is essentail to quality decision. 
Listening to public comments, many of which raise surprising and insightful points, is essentail in a representative 
democracy. Critical comments must also to be heard, in order to give the public a voice and a chance to provide input & 
reactions.

Volunteer for Cumberland Walkathon PTA fundraiser.
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 5 of 9 

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 
 
Arts Commission:  
 
We are looking for someone who has 

• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts 
• Interest in the art programs of the City  
• Background in visual or performing arts 

 
1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 
 
2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air 
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ULRICH BONNE

 
 

 
 
We live in a climate ideal for bicycling: flat topography = no steep hills to climb or descend; moderate weather with little 
rain; medium density built environment. We can do much more to incentivize people to bicycle for trips ≤ 6 - 10 miles by 1) 
increasing the density of bicycle lanes, 2) provide tax incentives for purchase of commuter- or cargo-style bicycles 3) 
provide free bicycle charging stations for e-bikes 4) require parking lots to dedicate space for bicycles
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 9 of 9 

Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ULRICH BONNE

 
 

 
 
1) Preservation of open spaces with need to balance of growth in housing and density of housing 2) mix of transport modes 
to accommodate increased population (residential and employment temporary populations) 3) energy use and distribtution 
4) water use & reclamation 5) clean air & water 6) urban forest management 7) management of demands from community 
members of disparate cultural and economic backgrounds

 
 
A balanced community provides peaceful space for all members to live a healthful existence, free from harms caused by 
environmental hazards or adverse human influence (traffic, pollution, noise, crime, unrest). Sustainable growth is achieved 
by avoiding sacrifice of environmental quality or human quality of life as populations increase. Population is defined here as 
both residential and transient (employment or commuter) populations.
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

1

✔

Wang Justin

Sunnyvale California 94087

Yes
November 2020

4/30/2021

4/30/2021
S. Barajas
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2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

Justin Wang

Yes

Yes

3

I'm thrilled to apply for the Sustainability Commission because I think that one of the greatest challenges facing the world, 
and especially our city, is our ongoing climate crisis. Although I think that Sunnyvale has done a remarkable job in 
proactively addressing this crisis with it's own Climate Action Playbook other city and council initiatives, I feel that there is 
still much work to be done and I would be honored to be able to play a role in building the climate resilience of our city to 
secure a better future for current and future residents.

On the Sustainability Commission, I am eager to bring a voracious appetite for learning, particularly in deep dives into 
technical papers and studies as well as learning. This appetite motivates me to seek out subject-matter experts and other 
sources on topics I am unfamiliar with in order to inform my own thinking. Furthermore, I strong believe that collaboration 
is key to success in any field or study, and am eager to have careful deliberations and conversations with my peers to 
ensure that we can collectively move forward with the best course of action.
 
In my work, I recently drafted a case study of a local project's onsite, non-potable water reuse systems for a white paper 
written in collaboration with SPUR, the San Francisco Bay Area Planning and Urban Research Association. This project 
required extensive technical interviews with cross-functional partners as well as extensive technical writing skills in order to 
ensure the text was not overly daunting for a layperson. 
 
I believe that the combination of the above skills will allow me to synthesize the information presented to the Sustainability 
Commission, do my own due diligence with research, recognize potential concerns of our residents, and push for best 

    

As an advisory body, I know that we can only provide good advice if we are well informed ourselves. As such, a step that I 
would be eager to take is to be proactive in my role to ask questions not only for myself, but to the best of my ability, for 
perspectives that I believe must be considered but may be underrepresented both in our city bodies or in ability to attend 
meetings.
 
Another step that I would be sure to incorporate in my role is to recognize the realities facing the city and the council. 
While I firmly believe that we should be optimists, I also believe that optimism must be grounded in reality. I know from 
watching many a commission or city council meeting that decision makers are must consider a range of perspectives, 
even if they differ from my own. In the end, I know that we are all engaging because we want what is best for the city, even 
if opinions may differ on exactly what that may look like. To my mind, engaging in good faith with the earnest belief that 
everyone else is as well is key in building a strong relationship with City Council or other stakeholders and ultimately in 
producing the best outcomes for our city.
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

Justin Wang

De Anza College: Liberal Arts — Social and Behavioral Sciences, Associate's Degree
University of California, Los Angeles: Political Science, Bachelor's Degree; Minor in Education Studies

I'm currently employed as an Advocacy Manager for Greenbelt Alliance, a regional organization whose mission is to 
educate, advocate, and collaborate to ensure the Bay Area's lands and communities are resilient to a changing climate. 
This requires me to build strong relationships with peer organizations, local governments, and other stakeholders to push 
for necessary policies developed with subject matter expertise.

The first commission meeting I ever attended was actually a Sustainability Commission meeting in 2019 or early 2020, 
when the Moffett Park Specific Plan was in earlier stages of review. I had recently moved back to Sunnyvale post-college 
and was looking to learn more about what was happening locally. Watching the presentations and deliberations of the 
commission members, I was impressed by how just a handful of residents asking the right questions were able to bring 
crucial information to light beyond what was initially presented. I remember thinking that our city could look very different if 
we didn't have engaged residents spending their weeknights learning and pushing for a better city. With that in mind, I 
think that diversity of perspective is incredibly key to any advisory body in order to ensure the right questions are being 
asked and as such, simply suggest the City be more proactive in its recruitment of commission members, particularly so 
that they are reflective of our larger, diverse city.

I am currently Vice-Chair of Livable Sunnyvale, a local resident-led group that pushes on issues of equity, sustainability, 
transit, and housing. In this role, I work hard to ensure a broad range of speakers to educate our members and other 
residents on issues salient to them, particularly around the aforementioned issues. I also work to ensure the smooth 
running of our monthly meetings with twice-a-month board meetings, working collaboratively with 6 other board members 
to plan and execute our general meetings.
 
During the pandemic, I also found it enriching to volunteer with the Second Harvest Food Bank in the efforts to address 
food insecurity in our region. I found it especially gratifying when I worked shifts at St. Luke's Lutheran Church, which is 
located just a couple miles from where I live, knowing that I was able to serve many of our neighbors in Sunnyvale.
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Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin Wang

 
 

I believe the primary sustainability policy issues that the commission will be addressing over the next few years are as 
follows: development of mixed-use sites to reduce vehicle miles traveled, the resilience of our water supply, and 
strengthening our resiliency to climate hazards, particularly sea level rise and flooding.

I believe that one achieves a balanced community precisely by balancing social, economic, and environmental issues. I 
think that what we've seen over the last few years, and especially this last year is that these are all interconnected—you 
cannot look at them in a vacuum and you definitely cannot address them in a vacuum.
 
For example, in Sunnyvale, we can see that many of our most socially and economically vulnerable community members 
are located in the northern side of the city. This means that they are also particularly vulnerable to the environmental 
hazard of sea-level rise. Moreover, our climate crisis is producing more extreme heat events as well as more frequent and 
higher-intensity wildfires. While those who are doing well socially and economically have the opportunity to mitigate these 
effects through the purchase of air filtration or even air conditioning, those who are not may not have those luxury, again 
having the effect of these negative externalities amplified by their lack to social and economic capital.
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

x

✔

LEE Jonathan M

Sunnyvale CA 94086

Select
November 2020

4/30/2021

4/30/2021

S. Barajas
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 2 of 9 

2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

No

Yes

1

I have spent a lifetime following global warming and other environmental issues with increasing alarm. Two decades after 
putting down roots here, the request for Sustainability Commission applications is a clarion call to direct action. 
 
In my career, I have been fortunate enough to contribute to 3 world-changing products. Having learned to dive into details 
and think about interconnections, it has become apparent that sustainability is more important than all of those 
accomplishments combined. If we do not get this right, nothing else really matters. 
 
While the threat is as obvious as smoke-filled skies, we now have the economic, behavioral, and analytical tools to bend 
curves in the right direction. In addition to putting up more solar panels, we can use our knowledge to effect 
human-centered land use, more inclusive transportation, energy efficiency, and a wide array of other enhancements that 
save money, foster health, and reduce stress while advancing our global goals. I want to work with our communities to 
uncover solutions that pull us from the brink and help us thrive.

I bring the perspective of a busy worker who has tried to tread lightly for decades through a wide range of eco-friendly 
practices. I eat mindfully (organic, mostly plants, local, minimal waste, worm composting), lower transportation footprint 
(shuttles, VTA, electric car, hyper-miling, bicycling to the Farmer’s Market), reduce energy impact (air-drying clothes, 
double-purchasing renewable energy, more weatherstripping, double-paned windows, early adoption of fluorescent and 
then LED lights, induction cooking), buy carefully (recycled when possible, less is more, fewer plastics), lend support 
(donations to environmental groups, writing to elected officials, volunteering for political allies), and gently try to persuade 
my colleagues and friends. Even my dating profile highlighted the environment. (Spoiler Alert: It worked.) 
 
This enthusiasm and open-mindedness has fostered a sense of what is reasonable to expect from others. Most people are 
far too busy and stressed to expend extra effort. Instead, we want to make living normally mean living environmentally. 
Fortunately, there are many approaches Sunnyvale can take to lower barriers to entry, curb ongoing costs, and make 
benefits more apparent. 

Providing good advice calls for strong subject matter knowledge, thoughtful analysis, and clear communication. 
 
These responsibilities dovetail with my love of learning about and gaining appreciation for our world. I will continue to 
expand on my knowledge of environmental issues, economics, psychology, and government. I will team with professionals 
who have devoted their lives to public service. I will ask questions, seek the perspectives of our diverse communities, and 
practice open and critical thinking. And of course, I will share what has been uncovered and and what remains to be 
explored. 
 
Pursuing ways to live more responsibly is how I want to spend my time. I am looking forward to applying my lifelong 
interests in the environment and civic responsibility to serve Sunnyvale. 
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 3 of 9 

7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

B.S., Computer Science, Stanford University; top 5% of engineering class 
M.S., Computer Science, Stanford University 
 
On my high school speech team, I devoted one year to warning about the Greenhouse Effect, one year to discussing our 
over-reliance on automobiles, and one year to advocating for a more sustainable Energy Policy. I actually qualified the 
California State High School Speech Tournament two of those years. Back then, environmentalism was a dirty word with a 
large percentage of the population. The balancing act was to raise concern about systems that defined our world while 
reassuring audiences that my proposals would protect their quality of life. Over time, I came to appreciate that our hurdles 
are often more political than technological. I do hope that we can recapture the spirit of the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 
and Montreal Protocol. But while we are waiting for national governments, we can act locally.

I am a server software developer for a large, highly-watched corporation with hundreds of millions of customers. I have 
worked on products that support tens of thousands of simultaneous requests from around the world. We design and 
maintain complex systems with many dependencies on other teams and applications. While there is much responsibility, 
there is also a great sense of fulfillment knowing that so many people use and enjoy what we create. 
 
I have been a part of many high pressure, high profile projects. In difficult times, it is important to accept inconvenient news, 
acknowledge and allay the concerns of others (as well as myself), stay calm, identify actionable next steps, and make sure 
everyone knows what to do. When we can take a breath, it is useful to look for and adopt good practices that make us more 
capable and resilient. Likewise, addressing climate change and other environmental threats also requires reaching out to 
stakeholders, navigating complex systems and dependencies, and partnering with others. I am eager to apply my skills to 
the challenge of our generation. 

Both the Commission and Council meetings were inspiring demonstrations of how to discuss challenges. Compared to 
other government meetings I have witnessed, Sunnyvale’s were uniquely polite and respectful. Spreading affability is like 
saving money in the bank for when we face inevitable disagreement. 
 
The very contentious topic of Prefabricated Housing was particularly enlightening. I really liked how the City Council 
studiously avoided taking a side. Being neutral allows government to leverage its authority to incorporate the energy and 
expertise of citizens in coming to solutions such as a Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
At the same time, there was a nagging concern that we were not hearing all voices. People are busy, and many are 
intimidated by unfamiliarity or language. For those that did speak, I wondered what would happen if we could ask them 
questions and engage in a dialogue. Of course, there are no easy answers, and we need to move forward in a timely 
fashion. Still, it is useful to acknowledge this difficulty and continually look for ways to reach out to more residents. 

For over a decade, I have served as a the Treasurer for the Palo Alto Run Club. Responsibilities include overseeing our 
budget, disbursing payments, participating in monthly meetings, and providing sound spending advice. 
 
As a software developer, I initiated a couple of CD recycling drives on a campus with thousands of people. I have 
participated in several California Coastal Cleanup days. Being on both sides of volunteering has taught me that small 
actions by many people really do add up. Furthermore, given the opportunity, many people will do the right thing. 
Combining these forces can be transformative, and government has the reach and influence unleash this power. 
 
In addition, the activities reinforced the maxim that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Not producing a 
styrofoam cup is better than me picking it out of ankle-deep Baylands mud, which is better than micro-foam becoming part 
of tonight’s seafood dinner.
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 5 of 9 

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 
 
Arts Commission:  
 
We are looking for someone who has 

• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts 
• Interest in the art programs of the City  
• Background in visual or performing arts 

 
1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 
 
2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air 
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Although not applying for this position, I could not help but comment as someone who wants to bicycle more. Because 
bicycles are so much more efficient than cars, relatively inexpensive changes can result in significant improvements for 
cyclists. For example, replacing underused auto-lanes with bike lanes transformed Evelyn Avenue into a bicycle highway. 
Going forward, converting a couple of parking spots into 16 bike racks on Murphy Street would create a highly visible 
bicycle magnet (versus the often-blocked loops currently sprinkled on the sidewalk) and promote cycling to thousands of 
Farmers’ Market shoppers. 
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Applicant Name______________________ 

Page 9 of 9 

Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Climate Change and plastic pollution are likely to demand more and more of our attention over the next decade. Here are 
some opportunities to make a difference through policy and initiatives. There will undoubtably be many more. 
 
- City budget - how we spend our money speaks volumes 
- Guidelines for new construction and renovation permits - every site is an opportunity to do better 
- Hard and soft approaches to discourage plastics (a hard example is a ban; a soft example is a plastic-free badge) 
- Hard and soft approaches to reduce food waste in restaurants and businesses 
- Improving transportation options 
- Expanding public green space and increasing tree cover for climate resilience 
- Inviting and incubating ideas from residents

Becoming more sustainable tends to make economic and social sense at a high level. The challenge is that while the 
transition costs are obvious, the benefits are often spread out and subtle. We definitely want to promote and accelerate 
acceptance of clear win-wins. For example, solar and batteries are insurance for a rolling blackout, double-paned windows 
are quieter, and decoupled parking can save renters money while giving owners a new revenue opportunity. 
 
Then there are the harder cases. While developing policies, we should seek out and work with those who can be negatively 
affected, especially since so many historically disadvantaged communities tend to feel the brunt of change. Their input and 
buy-in can lead to solutions with fewer unwanted side effects and more obvious positives. Perhaps we can develop 
unexpected partners by sharing benefits and creating more jobs. While difficult, some of our most rewarding work will be 
finding social, economic, and environmental synergies that open possibilities unimagined before. 
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

+

✔

Nadgir Avanti

Sunnyvale CA 94087

Yes
November 2020

3/30/2021

4/8/2021
MH
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2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

Avanti Nadgir

No

Yes

attended city council and planning meetings. Learned about the 
        

I am a passionate sustainability advocate with focus on renewable energy and zero waste lifestyle and looking to amplify 
my voice and share experience with a broader audience.  
 
I have worked with the Sunnyvale Environmental services department on the following projects 
- Featured in the sustainability newsletter - electrification spotlight feature (of sunnyvale and mountainview) 
- Community  member sharing experience with EV for the EV workshop. Early member of the EV enthusiast google group, 
helped spread the word about the EV workshop in other sustainability groups. 
- Community member advocating foodcycling in recent promotional videos. 
 

Experience with home electrification - I am in the process of replacing gas appliances with electric ones as well as other lifestyle 
changes  to reduce carbon footprint.  I advise and share experience with friends and family, sustainability groups at work to make 
lifestyle changes. And advise a local startup that  is building tools to simplify electrification. I see working with the city as a natural 
extension to share information and connect groups for more impact. 
 
Zero waste lifecycle advocate - I am an ambassador for a zero waste grocery delivery startup. This will help reduce landfill additions and 
also get more use for containers rather than recycle.  Reduce, reuse, recylce is the mantra i go by and would love to see more people 
follow this path. 
 
I am a member on multiple groups working on climate solutions and can provide connections or simply spread the word on the activities 
Sunnyvale organizes. 
 
My sustainability journey documented here :  
https://bit.ly/30wr8MJ 

Brainstorm, suggest workshops to raise awareness, research and provide opinions on policies at the city level to get 
closer to the goals in the climate action playbook or even beat the goals. And  connect experts with the city for more 
impact. If there is interest, organize talks by specific area experts that are working on solutions to climate change.
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

Avanti Nadgir

Masters in Computer Science and Engineering.  
https://bit.ly/30wr8MJ for my personal sustainability journey details 
 

I currently work as a Software Engineer  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/avantinadgir

City council meeting in Mar 2021. Learned about the various types of ordinances and how the city approaches making 
changes. Would recommend publishing a summary or topics before/after the meeting on the changes being discussed 
and made. 

Brand Ambassador for Zero waste grocery delivery service in California. Ongoing feedback, brainstorming ideas, 
bringing in referrals and cheerleading for the zero team. 
 
Yellowtin advisor: Sharing experience and brainstorming ideas on home electrification for startup for product 
development. Early adopter of the platform. 
 
City of Sunnyvale Community volunteer: Sharing home electrification journey details, cheerleading EV seminars and 
foodcycle promotion seminars as a community member and sharing ideas with the Sunnyvale Environmental Services 
department.
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Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avanti Nadgir

 
 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions with focus on electrification of existing single family homes and multifamily 
complexes (move away from fossil fuels), lot more biker safe streets, increased options for EV charging, rebates for clean 
energy solutions, increased focus on reducing trash and landfill contributions. Focus on reduce, reuse, recycling at city 
level. Aim to beat the goals listed in the climate action playbook. 
 

Brainstorm on inclusive sustainability solutions accessible to all classes of citizens.Connect and inform community on 
options available to reduce carbon footprint and sustainable lifestyle. 
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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPLICATION 

The City supports its demographic diversity and encourages 
applicants from all groups to apply. 

Office Use Only 
Date Received: __________ 
 

Voter registration verified: 
 
On: ____________________ 
 
By:  ____________________ 

 Please print or type answers to all questions. Write N/A if not applicable.  

 
General eligibility requirements: Sunnyvale resident and registered voter in Sunnyvale. Other requirements may apply to 
specific boards and commissions. For more information, contact the Office of the City Clerk via cityclerk@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
or at 408-730-7483, TDD 408-730-7501 or visit the City website at sunnyvale.ca.gov.  
 

If you would like to apply for more than one vacancy, 
place a number next to the board or commission, in order 
of your preference, for which you would like to apply.  
Only applications for current openings will be considered at 
this time. Applications for future openings will be kept on file 
for one year. Qualified applicants will be contacted for an 
interview with City Council. Appointments will be made at a 
regular meeting of the City Council. 

_____Arts Commission  
_____Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission  
_____Board of Building Code Appeals  
_____Board of Library Trustees  
_____Heritage Preservation Commission  
_____Housing and Human Services Commission  
_____Parks and Recreation Commission  
_____Personnel Board  
_____Planning Commission  
_____Sustainability Commission 

 
If you are applying for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, please identify the category for which you are 
applying. You may apply for both if qualified. 
_ _ Category One: Applicants must be bicyclists or pedestrians residing and registered to vote in Sunnyvale. 
_ _ Category Two: Applicants must have an interest in bicycle and/or pedestrian issues in the City and belong to one of 
the groups listed below. Sunnyvale residency is not required, but applicant must be a registered voter or legal resident. 
Please check as many that apply: 
 _ _PTA/parent group member 
 _ _Santa Clara Unified School District/Sunnyvale School District Administration 
 _ _Neighborhood association member 
 _ _Sunnyvale teacher or principal 
 _ _Person interested in Sunnyvale park and recreational activities 
 
If you are applying for the Sustainability Commission, please identify the category for which you are applying.  
 _ _Category One: Applicants shall be Sunnyvale registered voters. 
 _ _Category Two: Applicants shall include members of the Sunnyvale business community*. Such members 
          need not be Sunnyvale residents. 
                                                                   *Sunnyvale business license holders; or designated representative of Sunnyvale businesses with 200 or more employees. 
 
Applicant Name:  
     Last      First    M.I. 
 

Current Residence   
    Street    City   State   Zip 
 

E-mail Address:   

 
Preferred Contact Phone Number(s): 
 

 

 
1. Are you a currently-registered voter in Sunnyvale?   
 
 
 

 

 
When was the last time you voted? 
Month_________________ Year_________ 
 
 
 

2

1

✔

✔

✔

Pistone Kristina

Sunnyvale CA 94086

Yes
November 2020

4/30/2021

4/30/2021

S. Barajas
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2. Are you currently serving or have you served on a City of Sunnyvale board or commission?  _

If yes, which one? Term currently serving  
Term previously served 

3. Prior attendance at a board or commission meeting is highly desirable. Have you attended meeting(s) of the board or
commission for which you are applying?

If yes, how many meetings have you attended? 

NOTE: If you are applying for more than one board or commission, please reference the specific board or 
commission in your response to questions 4-7. 

4. What motivated you to apply for this board or commission?

5. What skills or attributes can you bring to this board or commission?

6. The primary role of a board or commission member is to provide advice to City Council on policy issues that are within the
scope of that board or commission. With this in mind, what steps would you take to effectively exercise this specific board or
commission role?

Kristina Pistone

No

Yes

Attended the April meetings for both.

As a climate scientist, I am interested in ways to reduce fossil fuel usage and subsequent emissions.  At least in the 
Beforetimes, I had been biking to work (and locally) for the last 5 years, but the ability to do that is strongly dependent on 
where you are and where you're going (and the infrastructure between), and even under the best of circumstances can 
still be terrifying regarding the cars. The same is true for other individual actions (composting, public transit, reducing 
plastic consumption); we need systemic support to make the sustainable option the easiest one. I see the goals of both 
the biking and sustainability boards as fairly in line with one another, as transportation is one of the largest sources of 
emissions (both CO2 and other pollutants which affect air quality), so improving sustainability in transit will help reduce 
emissions, and vice versa (as nobody wants to bike or walk when the air quality is bad).  I hope to use my expertise to 
help further the goals of these boards on a larger, localized scale.

As a climate scientist, I am aware of the various issues surrounding fossil fuel emissions and the inertia in our systems 
which are making that difficult.  I am accustomed to thinking critically about many of these issues, and thinking from a 
holistic systems perspective. I endeavour to reduce my own emissions (i.e., biking, walking, or using public transit as 
much as possible), and thus am quite familiar with many of the limitations and concerns (particularly safety) of these 
methods of transport.  I think my professional experience surrounding climate change, and my personal experience trying 
to reduce my own (transportation-related) emissions, would both be valuable contributions to both the bicycle/pedestrian 
and sustainability commissions.

I assume there is some amount of two-way interaction with an advisory board, i.e., providing advice to specific policy 
issues which come before the Council through other means, and also bringing potential issues under the purview of the 
board to the Council.  For the former, I would seek to provide the evidence-based advice using the best information at my 
disposal, whether that be scientific studies (if available), or the opinions of other residents/cyclists in the area.  The latter 
would be much the same; based on either published evidence or experience (my own or of others) I would seek to bring 
emergent issues to the attention of the council.   
 
I imagine that much of the advisory role for the bicycle and pedestrian commission would be regarding implementation of 
the Vision Zero commitment, whereas for the Sustainability Commission, the focus will be on the implementation of the 
climate action playbook.  Becoming more familiar with these would be a first step.  Also, as I am only one person, soliciting 
input from other members of the community would also be necessary to get other perspectives regarding potential policy 
issues.
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

Kristina Pistone

BS, Physics with Specialization in Astrophysics, UCSD, 2008 
BA, Literatures in Spanish with High Honors, UCSD, 2008 
MS, Oceanography, Scripps Institution of Oceanography (UCSD), 2010 
PhD, Oceanography (Climate Science curricular group with a focus on atmospheric science), Scripps, UCSD, 2014 
Science and Technology Policy Fellow, National Academy of Sciences (Board on Atmospheric Science and Climate/Polar 
Research Board), 2015 
American Geophysical Union Voices for Science 2020 cohort

I am a research scientist studying the effects of smoke particles on clouds, largely using airborne datasets collected off the 
western coast of southern Africa.  These so-called "aerosol cloud interactions" are essentially the largest remaining 
question mark in our understanding of the physical climate system, as there can often be competing effects in play (i.e., 
making the clouds brighter and more reflective, or reducing cloud cover for the opposite effect), and since they're fairly 
short-lived components in the atmosphere (usually they are removed by rain), their effects are localized rather than global 
(in contrast to the effects of long-lived greenhouse gases).

I have attended a couple city council meetings and outreach events for the sustainability plan, and a bicycle path touring 
event, in the Beforetimes, and watched the latest commission virtual meetings.  I think it's quite useful to have these 
meetings livestreamed and available for remote/later viewing. During COVID, I've also come to value a concise meeting 
where time limits are enforced on the agenda, but also how difficult that is to do. Aside from that I don't have any 
suggestions for improvements.

My volunteer service largely focuses on STEM outreach; I have participated in Skype a Scientist with K-12 students, and 
several similar programs throughout the years.  I particularly enjoy outreach to students who are traditionally 
underrepresented in STEM fields, and emphasizing the urgency behind, for example, the peer-reviewed science in the 
National Climate Assessments or the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Assessment Reports. I have recently 
become a Court-Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) in the county as well.
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SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 

Arts Commission:  

We are looking for someone who has 
• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts
• Interest in the art programs of the City
• Background in visual or performing arts

1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community?

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 

We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 

2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians?
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kristina Pistone

I've said before, a lot of my major bike lane issues are with Mountain View (bike lanes cannot overlap with street parking), 
but for Sunnyvale there are several places where a protected (or even marked) bike lane could go a long way towards 
encouraging use; Maude (east-west) has greatly improved on the Sunnyvale side in the last couple years with the addition 
of a bike lane, but Sunnyvale-Saratoga is still sort of sketchy (north of the train tracks; there are big potholes which have 
only been filled in to car standards so you have to swerve into traffic; plus, no bike lane). Sunnyvale-Saratoga (and then 
Borregas) is a major artery which gets up to the paths along the bay, so better infrastructure here would be good. 

             

Ideally, though I'm not sure how feasible it is, I'd like to see a series of bike paths (much like Stevens Creek) completely 
isolated from cars.  In addition to the issue of physical safety, there's an increasing body of research indicating that 
emissions (and thus air quality and the associated health impacts) are drastically lower on streets with fewer cars.  I have 
the strong impression that the demand is there (there's a distinct bicycle "rush hour" along Evelyn), but safety and 
infrastructure needs to be improved for adoption.  Another issue which I'm not sure how feasible it is for Sunnyvale 
specifically to tackle, but motorist education and situational awareness of bicycles needs to be drastically improved (or, 
perhaps easier, simply move the bikes away from the cars to solve this problem).
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Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kristina Pistone

 
 

The optimist in me thinks "awareness" would go a long way (nobody needs to be idling their cars in the parking lot), but the 
pragmatist in me thinks more on the lines of "to reduce [emissions/pollution/waste], you need to make the better option the 
default." 
 
To me, the largest challenge seems to be how to reduce emissions in older buildings and in rentals (i.e., where the 
ratepayers and the owners are two different parties), since there's no financial incentive for the owners to reduce energy 
costs through efficiency.  But efficiency is the epitome of a low-hanging fruit, so improving communication and incentives 
(or alternately, mandates) for owners to upgrade their properties would I think go a long way to reducing emissions in the 
long term.  Encouraging alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles (increasing public transit and cycling infrastructure) is 
another big one, as is reducing non-CO2 pollution such as single-use plastics (particularly in e.g. grocery stores and 
restaurants). I'd also love to see if we can get local grocery stores to switch away from HFCs; none of ours are on here 

  
 

Short answer: not easily.  I think there will always be pushback when any changes are implemented, either due to vested 
interests or simply behavioral inertia.  I believe sustainability is something which ultimately will benefit the vast majority of 
people, but the method of implementation matters.  There has to be buy-in from the community, or the changes will not 
stick.  Finding the appropriate framing for a particular audience (e.g., connecting with the main values or priorities of a 
person or group) is critical, though this can often be an iterative process.  One also has to be aware of the issues of 
environmental justice: that those who will be most impacted by a changing climate are often those who are least able to 
adapt to the anticipated changes (or pay for increased costs, if sustainability measures result in an increased financial 
burden), so outreach to these groups must be considered.  At the end though, sustainability is something we cannot afford 
to not do any longer than we already have, and every action matters.  I think being aware of the nuances and the 
difficulties of this issue is an important first step towards a successful transition. 
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7. Education: List college degrees and majors, and any relevant training or experience that demonstrates your ability to
effectively serve on this board or commission.

8. Briefly describe your current or last occupation.

9. Briefly describe what you learned by attending a meeting of the City Council, board or commission. Describe what
improvements you would suggest the City consider.

10. Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations.

Sudeshna Pabi

- PhD, Stanford University, 2008
- Masters, Stanford University, 2004
- Bachelors, Indian Institute of Technology, 2001

- Principal Advisor, Larta Institute (Current Occupation): Advisin innovative sustaianbility focused startups to scale up.
Energy Transition Fellow, UT-Austin (Current occupation) is to work with faculty and students of UT-Austin as Energy 
Transition Fellow to guide them in matters of sustainability and clean energy
- Electric Power Research Institute, EPRI (Last job) Lead  research, development and deployment of solutions in 
collaboration with California Energy Commision and electric utilties around the world in the area of green house emission 
reduction

N/A

- I have worked with California Energy Commision in the matters of policy implementation and clean energy solution 
deployment, especially in the area of buildings. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Note: Please respond only to questions that pertain to your selected board(s) or commission(s). 
 
Arts Commission:  
 
We are looking for someone who has 

• Interest in the visual, performing or literary arts 
• Interest in the art programs of the City  
• Background in visual or performing arts 

 
1. In what ways could the City strengthen art programs in the community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in bicycle and pedestrian issues 
 
2. Like many cities in Santa Clara County, Sunnyvale is faced with problems stemming from traffic congestion and air 
pollution. Suggest ways the City can improve facilities for bicyclists and improve bicycling education and safety programs for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

Sudeshna Pabi

 
 

- This needs further data and then assessment of solutions and vetting
First which areas are the most source traffic; then apply creative and directed solutions

-For example: One of the greatest source of traffic are schools: Find ways to make map areas with most cars to each 
school at school start and end times; then find what is the reason for less bikes ( safety concern, lack of bikes , something 
else); apply solution for that issue; for example if crossing el camino during school ours is what is causing huge traffic, 
could a strategically placed crossing guard help; or would cordoning a patch at a special time be more effect both cost and 
effectwise; and so on

- The other source of traffic are big companies; Could such companies park their van far away and provide bikes to go to 
caltrain ?
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Board of Building Code Appeals 
 
We are looking for someone who has experience in building construction matters 

 
3. What do you think can be done to assure that the City of Sunnyvale building development standards are consistently 
applied? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board of Library Trustees 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in Library-related issues 
 
4. Community demographics and technology are constantly changing. What do you think are the principal issues the 
Sunnyvale Public Library may be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heritage Preservation Commission 
 
We are looking for someone who has interest in the preservation of historic resources 
 
5. What historical features or structures in our community do you think are at risk? What course can the City take to 
preserve them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See next page for Supplemental Question No. 6 pertaining to the Heritage Preservation Commission. 

Sudeshna Pabi

- Provide incentive to save money ; provide prizes and recognize builders for more energy saved, most safety and so on

N/A

N/A
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Planning Commission: 
 
12.  Sunnyvale has limited vacant land for new development. This could increase pressure for redevelopment of existing 
developed areas. How can planning respond to this situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Planning Commissioners are often asked to consider social, economic and environmental issues when reviewing 
proposals. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability Commission: 
 
We are looking for someone who has Demonstrated interest in environmental sustainability issues 
 
14.  Sustainability is a new and emerging issue in many communities. What do you think are the primary sustainability 
policy issues this commission will be addressing over the next few years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Sustainability Commissioners will need to consider social, economic and environmental issues when addressing 
sustainability policy issues. How does one achieve a balanced community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sudeshna Pabi

N/A

N/A

The couple of focus could be the following:

- Green house gas emission reduction for the city, this include transportation, energy production and energy consumption; 
Sunnivale is uniqueley placed to have a huge commercial sector as well as a residential sector: Together they can be part 
of innovative solutions for the city to bring down overall emission for the city. This could be in the form of district heating or 
peer to peer energy sharing that some communities in east coast has adopted

- Sustainability can include climate resilience of city in various ways: this could be tied to city code to reduce susceptibility 
to wildfire, or reducing heat island effect for high density areas with better planning and more trees
-Reducing water's and its embedded emission footprint by innovative usage such as forward osmosis purification and 
suage of gray water in office buildings for cooling of buildings and data centers

- Sustainability should assure enviromental justice and equitable development. For example, while planning for 
greenhouse emission solution, it should consider the impact on the disadvantaged community. 
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