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REPORT TO PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Make Recommendations to City Council Regarding the Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum
Association’s Proposed Expansion of the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum

BACKGROUND
The Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association (SHSMA) expressed interest in an
expansion of the Museum by approximately 1600 square feet.  The Museum is located across from
the Sunnyvale Community Center, see Attachments 1 and 2.  The expansion, as proposed
(Attachment 3), will require the removal of 6 to10 trees in the orchard. The purpose of the expansion
would be to accommodate historical items from the closed Onizuka Air Force Base’s “Blue
Cube” (see Attachment 4).

EXISTING POLICY
General Plan, Chapter 3, Land Use and Transportation - Open Space, Goal LT-8
Adequate and Balanced Open Space: Provide and maintain adequate and balanced open space and
recreation facilities for the benefit of maintaining a healthy community based on community needs
and the ability of the City to finance, construct, maintain and operate these facilities now and in the
future.

From the Orchard Heritage Park Master Plan Action Statements:
2. Maintain a working fruit orchard throughout the largest portion of Orchard Heritage Park for as long

a time period as practical within the resources made available by the City. Provide public access
to the greatest extent possible while meeting the goal of maintaining a working fruit orchard.

5. Assist the Sunnyvale Historical Society per written agreements, and to the greatest extent
practical, in developing a Heritage Museum facility at Orchard Heritage Park consistent with City
Council direction.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The action being considered is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15262 as the action relates to the authorization of a feasibility
and planning study for possible future actions that the City Council has not approved, adopted or
funded.  If the City Council directs staff to proceed with development of plans for an addition,
appropriate CEQA will be completed prior to final approval. The action taken today does not commit
the City Council to approving the project. Typically, an addition to an existing building, up to a certain
size, may qualify for a Class 1 Exemption for Existing Facilities (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301).
However, due to the potential impacts of the proposed addition to the Sunnyvale Heritage Orchard,
the project may require a higher level of CEQA review.
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Use of the existing annex building for additional exhibits would not impact the orchard and would be a
negligible expansion of the existing use. Therefore, this alternative would be exempt from CEQA
under the Class 1 Exemption.

DISCUSSION
The Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association (SHSMA) has proposed expanding the
museum at Orchard Heritage Park by adding approximately 1600 square feet. The purpose of the
expansion would be to accommodate additional items specifically from the Onizuka Air Force Base’s
“Blue Cube” and space for a research library. The expansion as proposed will require the removal of
trees in the orchard.   See Attachment 4 - Letter from SHSMA.  The society is committed to full costs
of implementation of their preferred location, including CEQA analysis.

It is worth noting that there is a current study issue, DPW 17-05 Orchard Heritage Park and Heritage
Park Museum - Analysis and Options for the Long-Term Operations and Maintenance of Orchard
Heritage Park and Review of the Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association Proposed
Expansion of the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum Site.  The purpose of the study is to identify long-
term options for operating and maintaining the orchard and to consider concepts to expand the
current Museum facility, including the identification of boundary limits. It is expected the study will be
completed in FY 2019/20.

City staff hosted a public meeting at the Community Center Campus to gather input on the proposal
(Attachment 5 - Summary of Meeting Notes). The meeting was held on Wednesday, February 20,
2019 at the Sunnyvale Community Center Ballroom and was attended by more than 100 people. The
goal of the meeting was to receive input regarding the expansion and possible removal of trees in the
adjoining orchard. This was also an opportunity for the public to ask questions and receive
information about the project. Numerous community members commented that no orchard trees
should be removed to accommodate the expansion of the Museum. Other community members
however stated that the materials from the Blue Cube should be saved for future generations and the
addition should be built where proposed by SHSMA.

Two alternative locations for museum expansion were discussed at the community meeting.  One
alternative is located to the south-east of the existing museum building.  The construction of this
alternative may still affect existing orchard trees.  The second alternative is to repurpose the existing
annex building located to the east of the museum.  Neither of these alternatives is desired by the
SHSMA.

Should the direction to staff be to move forward with further evaluation of the museum expansion
including environmental review, the City will require an agreement with the society to fully fund the
cost of implementation of the project (including CEQA analysis, anticipated to be approximately
$25,000 to $60,000 for staff to hire an environmental consultant, plus privately funded design and
construction).

FISCAL IMPACT
This proposal will have no fiscal impact to the City as the SHSMA would incur all costs of the
expansion as they proposed, if approved.

PUBLIC CONTACT
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Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-notice bulletin board
outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior Center, Community Center and Department of Public
Safety; and by making the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of
the City Clerk and on the City's website.

A public meeting for the project was conducted by Sunnyvale staff at the Sunnyvale Community
Center on Wednesday, February 20, 2019. Notification was provided through posting of informational
fliers at Orchard Heritage Park and mail delivery to neighbors that live within 1,000 feet of the project.
Those that attended any of the meetings and provided contact information received additional
notification of scheduled meetings on this subject.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Recommend that the City Council direct staff to develop modifications to the Orchard Heritage

Park Master plan and associated agreements and documents, including appropriate CEQA
review, of Alternative Plan 1 - add an addition to the Museum at the location preferred by
SHSMA, with all costs including CEQA (estimated $25,000 to $60,000) to be fully funded by
SHSMA.

2. Recommend to City Council not to proceed with the addition to the Museum at this time.
3. Recommend to City Council to direct staff to develop modifications to the Orchard Heritage

Park Master plan and associated agreements and documents, including appropriate CEQA
review, for a different alternative with the costs to be funded by the City, because SHSMA has
indicated that they will not support a different alternative.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff makes no recommendation.

Prepared by: Jim Stark, Superintendent of Parks
Reviewed by: Chip Taylor, Director, Public Works
Reviewed by: Teri Silva, Assistant City Manager
Approved by: Kent Steffens, City Manager

ATTACHMENTS
1. Orchard Heritage Park Area Map
2. Orchard Heritage Park Site Map
3. Orchard Heritage Park Site Map with Alternatives
4. Letter from Sunnyvale Historical Society and Museum Association
5. Summary of Outreach Meeting Notes
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